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preſs his diſpleaſure again Icarriages of anothec, 
as much as at ag time there is occaſion for, without. 
ſuffering-bis reſemiments to recoil upon himſelf, aud to 
put tis on ſoul igto a hurry. What need a man to 
| Kam 4 nb it 4+ in. the: ew] in his. 
our wies cargp, without the wilfyl gifordering,of 
our-own-tr0ops.? doubtleſs; we max, if meckneſs luv, 
the command, for that is a grace. which preſerves a 
of another: and-thoygh there may be ſome firing in 
the out- works, yet fortifies the heart, the main fort, | 
the, inner Wards, -againit: the: aflaults- of - provocation, q 
do. us notgreat harm, while they do not teh ug , 
Hur peace, nor diſtuth the reſt.of our ſouls. - As. pa- 
tienge ia cuſe of ſorrow, ſo meekneſs in the caſe of an- 
ger, keeps © poſſeſſion of the ſoul,” (as the expreſſen 
frachold, and takes care when the bell is up, that iti do- 
nat overtum.. The drift of Chriſt's farewell ſerman 
to is duleiples. we hae in · the finſt words of it, om 
vie, , Lat met your hearts be troubled” It is che: 
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man's adrwiee 1s, Prov, zxx. u.), to keep that evil 

thought from venting itſelf in any evil word, reflecting (| 
upon God or our brother. Te-wall reaſon a matter im 


variance without noiſe, give a reproof without à re- 
proach, convinoe a man his folly. without calling him 
2h à fool, will teach — — 
5 Eph.-vi.-9. or (as the margin reads it) to moderate 
__- and+ wii look diligently, — any root of — 
ſpringing up trouble us, an we, and man 
R 
- XY, Meekness will cool t 
— and not ſuffer it to continue. As it keeps ds from 
being ſoon 10 it teaches us when we are 
to be ſoon he anger of a meeck man is Ike 
Nr out; but when it 
is out, ſoon gone. The wiſdom that is from above, as 
it is gentle, and ſo not apt to provoke, fo it is eaſy to 
de intreated, when any provocation is given, Jam. iii. 
17. and hath the ear always open to the firſt propoſals · 
and overtures of ſatisfaction, ſubmiſſion, and reconci- 
lation, and ſo the anger is turned away. He chat is 
of a meek ſpirit,” wiſſ be forward to forgive injuries, 
and to put up affronts, and hath ſome excuſe or other 
wy where with to extenuate 22 provoca- 
tion, which an angry man, for t n uf. 
_ tifying of his own reſentments, will mduſtriouſ] — 
| es It is but faying, there is no great harm 
vor if there be; there was none interided, * and perad 
venture it was am overſight; eee bin 
looked "at through that end of the proſpective w 
diminiſheth, it is eaſily . by, andi the diſtemper 
deing taken in time, goes 3 the 1 
gquuenched before it gets — 
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ee e ted AR ſo much tin- 
der in the hearts of the beſt; no marvel if anger come 
ſometimes into the boſom of a wiſe man, but it reſts 
only in the boſom of fools, Eecl. vii. 9. Angry 
thoughts, as other vain, thoughts, may crowd into the 
heart upon a ſudden ſurpriſe, but meekneſs will not 
fuffer them to lodge there, (a 14.) nor let the 
ſuit go down. upon the wrath, (Eph. iv. 20.) for if it 
do, 4 — leſt it riſe 3 wel 
Anger concocted becomes. malice; it is the wiſdom of 
meekcneſs, by proper applications, to diſcuſs the humour 
before it comes to a head. One would have thought, 
when David ſo heinouſly reſented Nabal's abuſe that a 
| leſs than the blood of Nabal and all his houſe - 
could have quenched his heat; but it was done at a 
rate; and he ſhewed his meekneſs, by yielding 
to the diverſion that Abigail's preſent and ſ 
him, and that with fatisfation.and ulneſs : be 
was not only ſoon pacified, but bleſſed her, and bleſſed 
God for her that pacified him. God doth: not con- 
tend for ever, neither is he always -wroth ; his anger 
endureth but a moment, Pfal. xxx. $: How unhke - 
8 him whoſe ſword devours for ever, 
| 8 ger burns like the coals of juniper? But 
of e End if it fail of keeping the peace 
ſoul from being broken, yet fails not to recover 
9 and to make up the breach, and upon the 
leaſt tranſports ſteps in with help in the time of need, 
reſtores/the ſoul, puts it in frame again, and no great 
harm is done. Such as theſe are the atchievements 4 
-meekneſs, as it governs our own anger. 
FKecondly, Meekneſs teacheth and — us 
to bear the anger of others, which inſtance of meekn 
we have eſpecially occaſion for, in reference to our 
ſuperiors and equals. Commonly that which provokes 
anger, is anger, as fire kindlech fire; now meekneſs 
prevents that violent colliſion which forceth- out theſe 
| oY and OOO OO and fo puts a ſtop 
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{© they make a mock at fin, Dme”! 
man that: caſteth fire-brands, and death, 
faith, am not I in ſport ? Hut w of Chriſt 
bids us to'< provoke one another,“ Gal. v. 26. (unleſs 
it be to love and to good works), and eryoins'us-(as it 
vi. 2.) to bear one another's 
burdens, and ſo to fulfil the law of Chriſt. 
But becauſe they muſt riſe betimes that will p'eaſe 
every body, and carry their cup even indeed that will 
med no offence; our next care therefore myſt be fo to 
- - _ «behave ourſelves when others are angry, that we may 
not make ill worſe. And this is one principal thitg 


a qricenc of ſpirits. 


in hich the younger mult ſubmit themſelves . to the 
elder ; nay in which all of us muſt be ſubject to one ano- 
ther, as our rule is, 1 Pet. v. 5. And here meeknels 
is of uſe, either to enjoin fence, orendite a ſoft anſwer. 
I. To enjoia ſilence. It is preſcribed to ſervants, 
Tit. ii. 9. to « pleaſe their maſters well'in all things, 
not anſwerin again,” for that muſt needs be diſpleaf- 
1. y nothing, than fay that Which is pro- 
| When our hearts are hot within us, it is 
| = [Tir 15-40 keep ſilence, and hold our peace: ſo 
8 id did, Pfal. xxxix. 2. 3. and when he did ſpeak, 
_ it was in prayer to God, and not in reply to the 
wicked that were before him. If the heart be angry, 
angry words will but inflame it the more, as wheels 
are heated by a rapid motion. One reflection and re- 
partee-begets another, and the beginning of the debate 
is like the letting forth of water, hardly ſtopt when the 
leaft breach is made in the dam; id therefore: meek- 
. Heſs faith, by all means keep Glence, and leave it off 
| before it be meddled with. When a fire is begun, it 
is good if poflible to ſmother it, and ſo prevent its 
Come on, let us deal wiſely, and ſtifle it 
ir che birth, leſt afterwards it prove too ſtrong to be 
deak with. Anger in the heart is like thoſe books 
which were ſtowed up in cellars in the conflagration of 
London, which though they y were extremely heated, 
yet . they rok air many: days after, 
where giving vent to the put them into a flame. 
When . 54 ſpiritsare in a ferment, though it may be ſome 
Kron patons hardly ade refs them, and the head= _ 
paſſions hardly admit the bridle, yet n. 
— heart to us. . 
25 > Thols who find themſelves wronged and aggrieved, ** 
ink they may have leave to _ but | it is better * 
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peace; andi if we ſoberly reflect, we ſhall find we bave 
been often the worſe for our ſpeaking, but ſeldom 1he 
worſe for our ſilence. * This muſt be eſpecially remem- 


bered and obſerved by as many as are under the yoke, 


will certainly have moſt comfort in meekneſs, 
patience, and ſilent ſubmiſſion, not only to the 
and gentle, but alſo to the froward: It is: 8 
in ſuch cales to remember our ſ place, and if the 
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that, for yielding pacifieth 
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mer, knock thy fill; but when thou art the anvil, lie 


verb that teacheth us this, When thou art the Dam 


thou ſtill p' for it is the paſture thou en cut out for, 


and which beſt bccomes-thee. 
If others be angry at us without cauſe, and we have 
never ſo much reaſon. on our fide, yet oftentimes it is 
beit to adj ourn our own vindication, though we think it 
neceſſary, till the paſſion be over; for there is 
taid or done in paſſion, but it may be better ſaĩd 


better done afterwards: when we are calm, we ſhall 
be likely to ſay it, and do it in a better manner; and- 


when our brother is calm, | we thall de likely to ſay it, 
f 1 truth ſpoken 
good, and offend 


. may 
racked thaw-datisſy: I 


ee cata; Baa pearl that for us which is t 
de ſaid, rather than ſay it However, we bheve 
a righteous Godzto mbom (if we do in a meek ſilence 
* Compiure vi — 25 . 3 
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Ns ——— he- aw Amaziah in a paſ- 
dien, 2 Cron. v. 16 Sometimes it may be adviſ< 
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ſuffer ourſelves to be run down unjuſtly) we may com- 
wit our cauſe, and having his promiſe that will 
« bring forth our righteouineſs as the light, and our 
gment as the noon-day,” Pſal. xxxvii. 6: we had 
4 r-leave it in his hands, than undertake to matiage 
ie aurſelves, leſt that which we call clearing ourſelves, 
| God ſhould eall quarteling with our brethren. David 
was greatly provoked by thoſe that ſought his hurt, 
and poke miſchievous thirgs againſt him; and yet, 
ne he), 1 as a deaf man heard not, 1 was 2 
dumb man that openeth not his mouth,“ Pal. xxxvili. 
14. and Why fo? it was not becauſe he wanted ſome- 
2 = fay,” or becauſe he knew- not how to ſay it; 
but verſ. 15. becauſe © in thee, O Lord, do 1 Hope, 
.thou wilt hear, O Lord my God:“ ant what need T 
hear, and God hear too? His concerning himſelf in 
the matter ſuperſedes ours, and he is not only engaged 
in juſtice to own every righteous, but wronged cauſe ; 
but he is further engaged in honour to appear for thoſe 
that in obedience to the law of meekneſs commit their 
cauſe to him, and truſt him with it. If there be 
v indication, or avenging neceflary, (which infinite | 
dom is the beſt judge of), he can do it better than we 
cany and therefore © give place unto wrath,” Roms 
, 29. . e. to the judgment of God, which is accors 
iy er and equity, make room for him to take 
, and eee 1 giv before him; it is fit 
to give way to his, for the 
roy" ee not — of God 
for Kd, Jet. 20. even juſt appeals made to him, if 
| My *riade- in are not admitted L 
court of heaven, not-du in z that one 
 IWerwor Ns Wt ale 1 — let not — 4 
thoſe that de well, and ſuffer for it, ſpoil their own vin- 
dication'by miſtiniing and rig/it; but tread in 
che ſteps the Lord Jeſus, „hb when he was re- 
viled, reviled not again; when he ſuſſered, he threat - 
che len det ws an a hut ä 
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and ſo * committed himſelf to him that Judgeth righte- 
_ ouſly.” It is indeed a great up of ſelf-denial, to be 
ſilent when we have enough to 47 and provocation 30 
fay it; but if we do thus controul our tongues, out of 
a pure regard to peace and love, it will turn to a good 
account, and will be an evidence for us that we are 
Chriſt's diſciples, having learned to deny ourſelves. 4 
is better by ſilence to yield to our brother, who is, or 
hath been, or may be our friend, than by angry ſpeak- 
ing to yield to the devil, who hath been, and is, and 
ever will be our ſworn enemy. 
2. To endite a foft anſwer. This 8528 850 com- 
mende as a proper expedient to turn away wrath, while 
gwen words do but ſtir up anger, Prov. xv. 1. 
When any ſpeak angril „ 
and ſtudy an anſwer, which both for the matter and 
manner of it may be mild and gentle. This brings 
water, While -peeviſhneſs' and provocation would but 
bring oil to flame. Thus is death and life in the 
power of the tongue; it is either healing or killing, an 
antidote or a poiſon, according as it is uſed. When 
the waves Sj ſea beat on a rock, they batter and 
make a noiſe; but a. ſoſt ſand receives Nom filently, 
and returns them without damage, A ſoft tongue is 
a wonderful ſpecific, and hath a very ſtrange virtue in 
it ; for Solomon faith, it breaks the bone, Prov. xxv. 
15. that is, it qualifies thoſe that were provoked, 2 
makes them pliable; it heaps. coals of fire upon 
of an enemy, not to burn him, DE (Ea 
Prov. xxv. 21. 42. Hard words (we fay) break no 
bones, but it ſeems ſoſt ones do, (and Jertlo nd hare), 
_ as they calm. an angry ſpirit, and prevent its 
eee int upon à cuſhion. 4 
on a wool-pack reſts. there, and rebounds. not 
| ea further miſchief, ſuch, as a meck - anſwer. to 
an angry queſtion. It is obſerved in that rencounter 
which was between the royal. tribe and the other ten, 
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the words ef the men of Iſrael, 2 Sam. xiv, 43. 

When paſh6n is up, that God whoſe eyes are upon 

the ways of men, takes notice 'who ſpeaks fiercely, and 

fets a mark upon them. in 

* The good effect of a ſoſt anſwer, and the ill eonſe- 

+ FF _ quence of -a mh one, are obſer vable in the tories 
. of Gideon and Jephthah. Both of them in the day 
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peurs to be @ man of à rough and haſty ſpirit, th 5 
Scl amotig the eminent believers, 57 4 9 
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when the Ephraimites in ke manner pick a quarrel 
with hies be rallies, them, upbraids them with hel 


Hebe de read of the envy of Ephraim, If, l. 1 y * 


P 


a—_ 


are — A 4 * 


* 


ia K 5 A  diſcunſe cocerning meekne/s, 
 cowardi boaſts of his own courage, challen 
to; 9 their cauſe; Judg. xii. 2. 3. They te re- 
tert @ ſcurrilous reflection upon Jephthah's country, 
(as it is ufual with men in paſſiom to taunt ET 
dne anather), „Ve Gileadites are fugitives,”* verſ. 4. 
From words they go to blows, and ſo great a-matter 
Joch this, little fire kindle, that there goes no leſs, to 
.quench the flame, than the blood and ny 
+thoufand Ephraimites, verſ. 6. All 222 
Happily wy prey eyented,. if Jephthah had but Wen 
mee as he had on his ſide. 
e is the dictate and dialect of that vit. 
Jam which is from adore, which js tle, 
N. to be intreated? And to recommend it io 
ave the pattern of good men, as that of Jacob's 
| to Eſau, though a brother offended, who is fo 
ES t as he had -with God by 
2 3 0 he prevailed with his brother by 
| humility: we. have alſo the pattern of 
* fas who even then when a. rebuke was need- | 
Jet durſt not turn it into a railing accuſation, durit 
| GEM 2 
| the matter 


— to the devil bümſelf, 
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4 countenance 
2 1 
a ſhalt not 
thou be accepted ?. With Jonah likewiſe, when he 
was fo diſcontented, Jon. iy. 4. 9. Doſt thou well 
tobe 7”” This is repreſented in the parable of 
digal ſon, by the carriage of the father towards 
the elder brother, that was ſo high and humourſome, 

angry. that he would not come in. The father did 
not ſay, Let him ſtay out then, but he came himſelf 
85 ee e eee eee 
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and quien of it. - 
authority.aod- commanded him, and faid, “Son, thou 
* mon with me,” Luke xv. 28. 31. When a paſ- 


N n, there is a plague broke out; 
A prey takes 9 — with the 


FR the woo. a ſoft anhner, ue ne. oye 


the plague. _ 

\ This ſoft anſwer, aac him committed a fault, 
x (though perhaps not culpable to that degree that we 
are charged with), muſt be-penitent, humble, arid fub- 
miſſive, and we muſt be ready to acknowledge our er- 
ror, and not ſtand in ĩt, or inſiſt upon our on vindi- 
cation, but rather aggravate than excuſe it, rather con- 
demn than juſtify ourſelves: it will be a good evidence 
of our repentance towards God, to humble ourſelves 
way —E have 2 2 4 
a evidence r Ta orgiven | 
if we be ready to forgive thoſe. that offended: = 
NK — Meekneſs 
teacheth us, as oft as we treſpaſs againſt auir brother, to 
8 Luke xvii. 4. An ac- 
knowledgmient.in caſe of a wilful affront, is perhaps as 
er to pardon, as 1 commonly ſay }-reſtitution 
is in caſe of wr ſo much for the opening of 
the nature 8 vet TM will Oe 
. from what follows. 
[.] We muſt be of «quite. fpirit. Quiemetß 
the the compoſure, and the ref of the ſoul, 
EXE both. the nature and the excellency of the 
| meekneſs. The greateſt comfort and e 
Ne ſet forth; by qui That 
peace of conſcience which Chriſt hath le 1 4 leg 
to his diſciples, that preſent Sabbatiſm of the 
which is an earneſt of the reſt that remains for the peo- 
ple of God, is called « quietneſs and affurance for ever,” 
and is promiſed, as the effect of righteouſneſs,” If, 
Xxxii./17. and it follows, verſ. 18. „My people ſhall 
dwell in quiet reſting - places. 80 graciouſly hath God 
been p ed to mit d with ws, as to eryoin the 
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pail's'perſuaions, than to have made himtell a cen 
queror over Nabal and all his houſe. A rational vic- 
toty muſt needs be allowed more honourable to a ra- 
tional creature, than a Ku nk wy" This is a cheap, 
ſafe, and undloody con e —_ 
ee ed to it, the 
of theſe triumphs not "Raines — HR 
funerals. © Every battle of the warrior”. (fairy — 
prophet, If. ix. 5.) *.is with confuſed noiſe, and gat- 
We in blood but this ſhall be with burning, 
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judgment a ſpirit of burning,” Nay, in meek 
quiet offering, we are more than conquerors, 
through Chriſt that lored us,“ Rom. viii. 37. con- 
querors with little loſs; we loſe nothing but 
| ing of a baſe luſt : conquerors with great gain, the 
ſpoils we divide are very rich, the favour of 0; thay; 
_ comforts of the Spirit, the fore-taſtes- of 
pleaſures, theſe are more us and excellent than 
the mountains of prey. We are more than con. 
querors; that is; triumphers, we live 2 life of victory, 


every day is à day of triumph in the meek and quiet ſoul. 


neſs is a victory over ourſelves, and the rebel- 
| roll 99 —— it is the ing of in- 
teſtine-- -broils, the Rilling- Gan ken at home, 
which is -oftentunes more hard to do, than to reſiſt a 
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foraſmuch-as their ways pleaſe the Lord, he ma 
eth even their enemies 10 be at peace with mem, Prov; 
vi. 7. Nay, meekneſs is 2 over:Satan, he 
teſt enemy of all: what can found more: 
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of this world,” Erh v vi. 22. The magnifying. 
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the ſhield of faith,--Satan- is in ſome meaſure trode un- 
der his feet, and the victory will be complete 5 
when he that overcometh ſhall fir down with: Chriſt 
upon his throne, even as be overcame, and is ſet down. 
with the Father upon his throne, where he ſtill ap- 
n his meekneſs, (a Lamb as it 
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_ bat — with itſelf ? It is the joint eon- 
afeRions to the univerſal peace and 


| fas i it is like a — face, which ſpoils ti 
beauty of it: mecknels ſcatters the humour, binds gown 


nd beauty is. © ® He that in-r 
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c and approved of 
av; * "And to hows cle can v. r 
t 

ir it en 
3 vin. 1. and 


df wiſdom contributes ac much as an — ef it. 
to this luſtre. We read in ſcripture 


three whoſe faces. 
| ſhone remarkably; and they were all eminent for meek-.. 
- neſs; The fuce of Moſes ſhofie, Exod. xxxiv. 30. and 
he was the meekeſt of all the men on earth. face 
en ſhone,” Acts vi. 15 and be it wis wo in 
y ſubmitted, and 


prayed for his tors. The face of our Lord Jeſus 
| Done in is tratiguration and be was the gen pitt 
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goth but deck and beautify the 


x and quietgh of ſaint, 4 
*** It is a feet and | tie ach ehis 


grace puts upon the cauntenance, while it keeps the-ſoul 
in tune, und frets it from thoſe jarring Al- favoο“ieed di- 


. which are the certain eiter! r 


3 There is in it the credit FI ornament. The 
| 5k of it as an ad much more excellent and 
| than. gold, pearls, or the moſt coltly array, much 
F of the daugh- 
tem of Zion. It is aeg the foul; the principal, 
the immortal part of the man. That outward adorni 
ND — „ which at the 
is but 2 ſiſter to the worms, and be a ſeaſt 
Far them; es ew nd will rl eſt 
we are allied to the invifible world: it is an adorning 
that recommends: us to God, which is in his ſight of 


2 price: ſo the text 2 in that ſairh enough to | 
'be 


Ornaments go by eſtimation : now we may 
the judgment of is right and u 
Fo Every thing is indeed, as it is with God: thoſe arerighte- 
aus indeed, that are ® righteous before God,” Luke i. 6. 
ud tat ĩs ancmament indeed, which he calls and counts 
ſo. It is an ornament of God?s own making : is rhe ſou! 
thus decked ? it is he that hath deched it: 4 By his 
-Spitit he hath garnifhed the heavens,” Job: 5 — 

by the ſame Spirit hath he garniſhed 
Auiet ſoul. NN 

r 1 
Ln Hal de gien. 
hath promiſed, Pfal. exlix. 4. chat he will & beaurify 

_ (the meek with falyation3”” andl if the ts of ſalva- 
tion will not beautify, what will? The robes of glory | 

will be the everlaſting oraament of the meek and quiet 
(purits This meckneſs is an omament*that (like me 
Iirnelities cloaths in the wilderneſs) never waxeth old, 
nor will ever go out of faſhion, while right reaſon ad 
religion have any place in the world : all wiſe and good 
people, ' will Pn an AE IN, 


: 


ee 


- Lord: Jefus.C and-walk with him in the white of 
2 
was not arrayed like one of theſe liſies of hn ſw, 


2 is b y the: ame 
g fall, 1 Pet. v. 
another :??- "Us 


_ _themas thegirdle 
= The comelineſs and'otnament of it; at it on in a Knot. 
of ribbons; as an ornament to the : ſuch is the 


255 „en is in beet 


- R | ry ingenious te" nr 
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Salomon in all his glory, 


;ites among thorns. 
os The lame ornament, which in the tex Wem. 
apoſtle recommended to us 
Ven, all of you be ſubject one to 
e e is; it is that 
which we owe one to another, for edi- 
and in the fear of God, Eph. v.. 21. This 


mutual yi 


| -ſeems to'be a hard ſaying,: how ſhall we digeſt it? » 


_ duty, how ſhall we 
, Follows, = Be clothed with Ban {1.) The 
_  }edneſs of this 


_ Jeave'it to hang Joofe, ſo as to be ſnatched 
© temptation: careleſſneſs ĩs no commendation 
 Adorning; watchfulnefs and reſulution in the ſtrength of 


compre? 


: we muſt 


gi at 0 120d 0 


— foul? 


-Chriſt, muſt tie the knot our and make 


that cleaves-to a mas loins. (a.) 


? —.— — to eee 
ol graee, which is more n r glory, , 
| Prov. i. 9. -and iv. 9. $27; 4 ble 2 24 247% 


re t. Meck- ü 
een down the 
5 of cowardice and mean - ſpi 
— alittle foul, and is poſted 


it is a reſolution never to v evil ot 
e of 0 the expolg of ade 
Nis AgtEST 15:3 e I> "ic 


„ not e edict ee _hecidum, dh 
en 0 1 We dies pe bee 


a ” 


He that can deny the brutal Juſt.of 
hee is truly reſo] 


but much below the ſtrength of man, 


* ane . lit. | 43 


00 it, is the againſt a greater evil.“ And 

therefore; ej rene] wp a challenge, and fo.runs him- 
ſelf, upon the evil of fin, which is e greater evil, onl 
For fear of ſhame and reproach, which is the leſs evil, 
he is the coward; while he that refuſcth the challenge, 
and ſo expoſeth himlelf.to reproach, for fear of fin +, he 
is the valiant man. True courage is ſuch a preſence 
of mind, as enableth a man rather to ſuffer than to ſin, 
to chooſe affliction rather than iniquity, to paſs by an 
affront, though he loſe by it, and be hiſſed at for a fool 
and à ſneak, rather than to engage in a-ſinful quarrel. 
anger and reyenge, 
rather than violate the royal law of love and charity, 
< however contrary the ſentiments of the world may be), 
„The Lord is with 
thee,: thou mighty man of valour. Fretting and vex- 
ing is the fruit of the weakneſs of women and children, 


er the 
Fe fer bor AAA har og 
us is in his majeſty, riding ;proſperouſly, 
— Au N is truth, 3 and 
v. 4. 8 of thoſe who 
by coma ih pen ng and b. —— | 
mee not loving 
their lives unto the death, Rev. xii. 4 wall — 
D eee 
grave, ero 
and imm ; when thoſe that cauſed their terror in 
the land of the living, fall ingloriouſly, and , bear their 
pars dong Wor that ©: to the pit, Exek. 


XXxIi. 2 
28. The credit of of 2cconformity t0 the bet paters 
The geſemblance of thoſe that are conſeſſedly excellent 
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andy at Golanh 4, when he os 
ard, | 
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de weck, is to be like the greateſt faints, the elders that 

e eee eee renown in their 

: is to the greateſt; angels, whoſe 1 
ASE 
ä ts; is very the ſcriptures: it is to 

| „nr ———— — 
who is anger in w s I 
oe. We are then © followers of — 
childrem, wien we * walk in love, and are kind one 
to another, tender- hearted, forgiving one another,” 


Eph. v. 1. 2. compare chap. 14. 2. The more 
e eee the more like we are to that 


of. 1.94 + 10 1 


ich argues there), that there are thoſe of whom we 
ſhall be had in honour, ſooner or later, 2 Sam. vi. 22. 
for the word of Chriſt ſhall not fall to the ground, that 
who “ humble themfelves, ſhall be exalted. “ 
N 2.) Conſider how comfortable a meek and qui 

is 
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ſpirit is Inward comfort is a deſirable which 
bath more in it of reality, and depends ' opi= 
nion, than that of credit: and this is that which meek- 
neſs and quietneſs of ſpirit hath ſuch a direct tendency 
to, nay, which it carries 
1 be 4 tO 
tall about them; whilſt they 
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n A alle concerning ie, 


comfort, than that hic vain « Great 
peace have they ——— partie, Gy 
| hall offend them, (Pfal. cxix. 165. W 
offence is intended, it is not ſo interpreted, and by that 
means the peace is preſerved. If there be a heaven 
-f omega is in the meek and quiet ſoul, 
breathes: above that lower reli — 
: rr agg od and 3 we 


kiſkd exc 


4 Cota and quiet :Chriſtian- cho bee Sp ann 


comfortably, fe been) his 
he enjoys bis God, » e hi hs, 


% tie enemies-to-Giſturb him in theſe 7-224) 442 
1. He enjoys himſelf. j 707465 RS 


| 
the a 

—— of the meek and quiet ſoul #? Ho 
dhe pains and tortures of the angry man, | 
tells and yenes to make other things his on, makes 
any certainty. His affeRtions art upon the full: ſpeed, 
Hhurtied on with an impetus, which is as uncafy as it is 
_ bhazardous.: Who is that good man that is + & ſatisfied 

from. himſelf ? Prov. xiv. 14. Who but the quiet 
man, that needs not 0 abroad _ bed, but 
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Berau I think it ſo, . 
8 te quaſiveric extra. pe / 


mae wh, We may 


Er 
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take 
file 
ro, 


away? While thoſe that are fretful and 
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— — 
themſelves the ſheep: of Chriſt, "hall be made- — 
, Pal xxiii-2 That which: 
angry man's heart, will not break a 
meek man's It is promiſed, Pſal. Xxii. 26. that 
«.the meek; ſhall eat and be ſatisfled. He hath what 
fweetneſs is to be had in his common comforts; whilt 
the an ere 
igh, (as Ahab, 1 Kings xxi. 4.) or catn and 
nm fatiefind; unlefs. he cam be as Human, 
—.— — 4 All this avails me 


— tae on with the king and queen), 6. 


* — . meek, that 
n the abundance of peace, 
Pial. xxxvii. 1. delight themſelves in the 
abuntlance of wealth; a poor delight, that is:interwoven 
— have a quent — 

they but a li t ve peace, 

dance of peace, p river; and thus ſuch as they 
7 as- Occolampadi 1 wy 5 . 
us are a 
midſt of the Egypt of this world, they have light in 
cheir dwelling, when elbuds and darkneſs are round 
about them: chis. is the joy Which · a ftranger doth not 
have (and we would 
mam heme 


40 well to conſider it) -leſs- 04 
— {ndedituer dn ſation in, 


36 ee eee | 
and — — him to paſs by the affront which Na- 
him, ſhe tly- ſuggeſted, that 
— vey this ſhall be no unto thee, nor 
of heart. 1 Sam. xxv. — anger fo, dut it 
de very ſweet and eafy, and — in the reflec- 
tion. Such a rejoicing is it, eſpecially in a ſuffering 
day, to have the teſtimony of conſcience, '© that in 
ſimplicity and 1 not with fleſhly-wi 
* but 1 God,“ particularly the grace 
meekneſs, © we have had our converſation in the world, 
2 Cot. i. 12. and fo have pleaſed God, and done our 
duty. He did not ſpeak the ſenſe; no not of the ſober 
Heathen, that ſaid, EF wividida bonum, vita jucumdiut ipſa, 
revenge is ſweeter" than apt hor n une more 
bitter than death, - Py ts 
2. He bis Mende And that is a thing in 
which'lies much of the comfort of human life. Man 
was intended to be a ſociable creature, and a Chriftian 
much more. But the angry man is unfit to be fo, that 
takes fire at every provocation; fitter to be abandoned 
to the lions dens, and the mountains of the leopards; 
thin to go forth by the footſteps of the flock. He 
— ce — hand againſt every man, cannot but 
have (with Iſhmael's character, Iſfimael's fate) *every 
man's hand againſt hum,“ Gen xvi 12. and ſo he 
Jwes in a Nate of war; but meekneſs is the cement of 
_ ſociety,” the bond of Chriſtian communion ; it plaineth 
and poliſneth me materials of that beautiful fabric, and 
makes them lie doſe and tight, and the living ſtones 
Which are built up a 7 houſe, to be like the 
ſtones of the temple that Herod baiſt; all as one flone, 
whereas, hard upon hard“ ſas the Spaniards proverb 
is) will never make a Wall. Meekneſs preſerves among 
brethren” that unity, which is like the ointment upon 
the holy bead, and the dew upon "theo holy hilh 
Pfſal. exxxüi. 1. 2. In our preſent ſtate of im — | 
there can be no friendſhip,”correſpondence, oritonverſa- 
22 Ry — a at 


\ them cruſhed. by a time 


and eng of ſpirits), — * 


et dwell with uſt 
e 2 


cordingly: and ſo diſtances and ſtrangeneſs, feuds and 
quarrels are happily prevented, and the 
care. How neceſſary to true 
it is io ſurrender our paſſions, and to ſubject 
them all to the laws of it, was (perhaps) intimated by 
Jonathan's delivering to David his * and his bow, 


and his girdle, all his military habillmnents, when he 
ee 1 Sam. ö 


xvii. * 
3. his God; and that in moſt comfortable 
of all It jp dip Gods of all happineſs, and that 
without which all our other enjoyments are ſapleſs and 
infipid ; for this, none are better qualified; than thoſe 
that are array Rr 
= iet ſpirit, w r 
— — uered an un- 


n t he lift, up bis 


God, when we have the 


Pal. I l. 3 We en 
evidences . 


the communications of his and the N 
* nen ws : and this 
that are moſt: bave uſually the grea 

our wah and we give 
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degrees of. 
3 ſo 
us: — 9 


« even t 
poor 7 jeg 2.) «to 
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— — to conſider this, and to allow _ 
ginnings of 


o God, in that pious and pathetic breathing 
_ &,Whom-have I in heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon n deſire in compariſon of thee, 


his favour, the taſtes ang 
tokens of his love, When we experience in ourſelyes 


„ La ommingmtinſ, = 

0 e Obeldee The great God overlooks heaven and 
earth a give a favourable look to the meek and quiet 

' foul —— he not only loo at ſuch, but, If. lvii. 15. 
« — — with them, coniſtant intercourſe 

| and communion between God and humble fouls. His 

f _ fecter is with them; he -gives them more grace; and 
\ they thar thus dwell in love, -dwell ia God, and God 
| im them. The waters were dark indeed, but they were 

| quiet, when-the Spirit of God moved upon them, and 


dis calm-and ſcdate frame doth very much qualify 


and diſpoſe us · for the reception and entertamment of 
divine viſits, and fets bounds to the mountain, (Exod. 
Fix. ra.) on 'which God is to deſcend, that no inter- a 
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of 


the hinds of 


in; and 
— 


ignorant, 
Heb, v. . 2. The meek 
with à ſtill ſmall 
pathons are loud an 
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my inocent, and Re 


| 
f 


- 


— — 


xxix, 19 1 —— 


3 


E 


* | News rann an. ce. — 


— i 9 


by 


reſt); pertiape alla; to the reſt which the dove found 
with Noah in the ark, when ſhe could find none any 
where elſe. Thoſe that are harmleſs, and gall. leſs, and 
ſimple as doves, can with comfort return to God as to 


their reſt. It is excellently — phraſed by Mr. Oey 
God ind thyfelf my: ul) enjoy; in | 
freed from thy fears” "Iris aig; Pfal. & that 
42 — meek: as far as their meek 


neſs reigns, they are lifted up above — region, 


and fixed in à ſphere- 
They are advanced ee 


and live a life of eommunion with tim; not only in 


ſolemn ordi but even in the common accidents 


and- occurrences of the world. Every day is a Sabbath- 
day, a day of holy reſt 'with the meek and quiet ſoul, 
that is one tens ay oy —— 1 45 


ground, the 3 ws dean 
and arcs e . 
in the 


Lord, and the among men ſhull 
boh Hue ref e, Den 
power of his enemies to diſturb 
interrupt him in theſe enjoyments. His peace is 
— Yer Fs oa 8 far 'as he acts 
law of-meckneſs, it is above the reach: of the 
aſſaults. of thoſe that wiſſh ill to it; + He that abides 
quietly under the ſhadow: of the (ſhall/furely. 
—— fromthe —— — — — 
greateſt ocations men ein 
n by our fe tg 
. 5 


of their cannon; we may thereſore thank ourſelves, 


if-we de duminged r de that —— with meekneſs 


uietneſs, to forgive: i them by; 
bath the bes nd | any of balfing and d. 
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off wirh the earth „chen vodld not be 
born vanes . of — 
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En EE e 
4 af in provi | 
ancek.. .. T hey-are his children, and & if children, then 
heirs, It is not always the proportion of this 
wotid's goods that falls to the meek man's ſhare; but 
whether he hath more or leſs, he — 5 — 
title; not by a common, but a- cov t: ä 
holds ! in ee oy roy wa 
. N err 


mined it, Prov. xuii. 1. Ports: | 
therewith; than a houſe full of ſacrifices with 
| * and chap. . I. 4 Better ũs a dinner of -herbs 

| where bs is, than Aid r and bared therewith” 
4887 ++. bon 41047 $94 Tp * N 5 
e Cat (ibi) oy e 1 
| ** Terram inhabjtant «7 — conceſſum-elſe 
anderen, ſecure agunt ſub Dei tutela ; et hoc illis ſat is eſt, 
| mundi hereditatem ultimo dic adeant. .Feroces very 
Sd a Calv, in Mats v. 3. 25 


| their charges through this world to a better 
as" 2 feaſt. ' 


d, without an intereſt in 
89 


the flinty roch eut. xxx. 13 


meek; for they ſhall wield the ar; „ſo pl | 
ff tranſlation reads it, (as [-remember it is quoted in 
the Book of Martyrs), and very fignificantly.” Goo 


management contributes more to our comfort than 
great poſſeſſions. Whatever a meek man hath of this 
earth, he knows how to wield it, to make a right and 
good uſe of it ; that is all in all. Quiet fouls fo far in- 
herit the earth, that 

as is good for them; as" much as will ſery 22 


would covet more is as 


; the. if ' 4 | ' ' "4% \ 
2, As it hath 3 in its on \ nature'a dire&X tendency t 
our preſent 'benefit and adva 


e. © He that is thus 


effecually conſults his own intereſt. 


1. Meekneſs hath a good influence upon en bent | 
| If envy be the © rottenneſs of the bones, Prov. xv. 15 
x 


meekneſs is the preſervation of them. As the 
dulging of inordinate 
t are 


appetites towards tt oſe 5 
to the fleſh ; ſo the indulging of 


ordinate paſſions againſt thoſe things that 4 0 EP 3K 


ing, do in the effect pr prejudiſe and injure the very 
n The errefts 5H 
- orbatances ſtir n 
body, which "kindle: —1 n ki 
Adileaſes; but meckneſs Se fe arid fo 
contributes. very much to=rhe good and con- 
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fiitution-of the body. When Akab e N 
doth's vineyard, meekneſs would ſoon! Have wired m. 


oſęs, the meekeſt of men, not only Tived. td de old; 


they are ſure to have as much of 


wiſe, is wiſe for himſelf,” even” in this worte, and 


and ex- 


| but fas then fes from the infirmitie of ep 192 


as other of wiſdom 's precepts, will 
navel, and marrow to the bones; 
a life, and peace, ey 
wrath killthe oolifh cans” Job-x. 2 F 8 
2 l hath a good influence upon our weal 

pre oo eee As in kingdoms, | 
milies neighbourhoods, war begets poverty. 
* Many. a one hath brought. a fair eſtate to rum, by giv- 
” ing way to the efforts of an ungoverned anger, that 
 _ batbarops. idol, to which even the children's portions, 
d;the families maintenanceſſere oftentimes: ſacrificed. 
| tention will as, ſoon clothe a. man with rags as 
55 


g an eaſy prey to the Canaan- _ 
e e hr the kn or 
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| days of his Nip ens malt Glcatly, 
miſed the greateſt ate of any ot them, Gen. xxvi. 13. 
„ * OS his. fon 


1 and quictne/s of ſpirit. 57 
Jacob loſt not at long · run, his merck and quiet 
— — 5 — Revenge is coſtiy; 
Haman bid largely for it, no leſs than ten thouſand 
talents of filver, Eſth. (ii. 9. It is better to forgive, 
and fave the charges. Mr Bod uſed to ſaßy, Love is 
better than lau, for love is cheap, but law is chargeable. 
Thoſe tradeſmen are commonly obſerved to thve moſt, 
that make the leaſt noiſe, that with quietneſs work, and 
mind their own buſinefs, 2 Theſc fit. 12. HERESY 
* 4 It ha T In the 


the meek of the earth are moſt 
e 0 befor, © [5 Ir-way be you ſhall be hid,” ſo 


S | runs the promiſe, Zeph * Ian bo, you et. 


ſtund faireſt fot ſpecia 

(cho chat innocence which is £ 
———— — nation. However fome 
— irits may inſult over the tame and 
beate yer with all perm of honour, it is confeſſed - 
. — Ronan 
mari, that reſents not Wund is 
+that will harm you, if you'be followers of kim that is 
20” in his ?- 1 Pet. i933. Who draus 
ſword; or cocks his piſtol, at the harmleſs ſilent 
| — Jong in rend 
dog? doth the meek man eſcape many 
— gtroubles, thoſe woes, and ſorrows, and 
wounds — which he that 1s paſſionate pro-. | 
woking, and revengeful; pulls upon his oπ] r heat. 
* Wi men turn away wrath, but à fool's fps | 
ira oe ntion, and his mouth callech fur ſtrokes. It 
is an honour to 2 
fool will be m his own: Hurt.“ An. inſtance 
ef this 1 remember Mr. Baxter gives in his book of 
- Wheabont patience, which was this: That once, going 
| rr fellow juſtl 
kun; he went on his way, and took no notice: of it: 
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to do it at the farions 


enter | 


to ceaſe from ſtrite, but every - 


daut the ame man affronting the next he met in like. 2 75 
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| rather to forgive injuries, 
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candies was dane» He that would ſleep both in 
__aWhole:ſkin;-and in a whole" conſcience muſt learn 
than to rev them. The 


tuo goats that met upon the narrow 
_ Lather's fable), were both in danger, ſhould they quar- 


n det were both preſerved by the condeſcenfion of 


enemies; but it is the excelleney of meekneſs, that it 


duns our enemies into friends, which is an effectual 


- way of 


Saul, as inveterate an 


conquering enemy 

a cguld be, as more than-once melted by David's 
_ Þanaldneſs and meekneſt, Is this thy voice, my ſon 

__ David #” faith he; 1 Sam. uv. 16 % Liane ns; | 


turn my ſen David, 1 Sam xxvi. 21. And after 
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3 Saul perſecuted him no more. chap 2arvii. 21. 
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— to put the reader in mind 


IO 


| in all the will of God,” Cal. iv. 12. to be fitted and 


matter, and a good 
— — is particularly 3 


and are moſt likely to 


WE 


| and nin, u of fond 
Canfider what a preparative ir ir for fomnething 
to & ſtand —— 


4428 It is a very deſirable thing 


furniſhed for every good work, to be made 2 
e Le ce, 
rr will of God. 


Grace is etblting 0 the heart, iti the roo t of the 
dundation for the time to come. 


tion for what lies before us in this ad 


1. It makes us fit for any duty. H;pute-thiz Gul. in * 


4 


frame, and keeps it ſo for all religious exerciſes.” Ther 
was no noiſe of axes and hammers in the building of 


the tempie: thoſe are moſt fit for zemple-ſerviee,. at 


dire moſt quiet and 
beſt done, when it is. done without noiſe... Meeknelſs- 


qualifies and diſpoſes us to hear and receive the word: 


The work of God is 


when malice and envy are laid aſide, and we are like 
new-born babes for innocenoy and inoffenſiveneſs, then 
we are moſt fit to receive the ſincere milk of the word, 
thereby, 1 Pet. u. 1. 2. 


the le the heart for che ſeed or 


prepares 
the wordt as the huſbandman. +. and breaks the 
* of his ground, andi makes plain the face thereof, 


wheat; and the ap- 


and then 4 caſts in. the principal 


upon the bed, a quiet 


yer is another 


Job xuxiii. 15, 16. Þ 


ſtructions, 
duty which meekneſs doth N us, a for the rr 0d 


3 performance of. do not lift up 
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| of love and prac, © Our ra U edu 


9 
4 Y % 


— barley,” Iſa. xxvii. 244.25: | Chriſt's mitiers: - 
are fiſhers of men, but we- ſeldom: filt-ſucceſsfally in 
 *theſe. troubled-waters: The voice Ek are oo o 
 -widned-in-with e-pratoung-filenco,” Job iv.-16% and in 
place and paſturr. 
the eam of men, and eee 
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— thy brother; and then come and offer thy 
. 2 23 24 And if we do not take this 


though we ſeck God in a due ordinance, we 
40 eee 


1 *The:Lord's day is « day.of e 

CER it but thoſe that are in 2 quiet frame, whoſe ſouls are 
.._ _  enteredivnto-that prefent labbatiſm 8 1 
hath 


for the-pegple of God, Heb. iv. 
| Lord's: ſupper- is a golpe1-feaſt of unleav 


hy | whigh miſt be kept, uh wih the old leaven of — 


HT Wome oor nr but with. the onleavencd 
pag erage ee \ 

x4 aig to. Aran; Gon. xii 

Leads from Tim Fin, ah the 


ſtrife betwixt him and Lot was ever, in which he had 


_ -diſcovered ſo much mildneſs and humility. The more 


rhat the facrifices which God 
en ferehonrbenſih, 26d bigs. bf prey; but ealves, 
and kids, and lainbs, and. turtle-doves, and young 


nieſa, and i eſs ; for with ſuch ſacriſice God 
| is well pleaſed.” is quietneſs of ſpirit contributes 
very much ——— of 


aAeligious converſation, Hot and eager 3 —4 


ate ready; to take fire at every. 
ůnconſtant in their ptofeſſion, and bf great 
With themſelves, like a man in an 
12 butning - hot, and ſometimes 
5 moſe tfiat galiop in the beginning of their jo „and 
tier before theeng of it; whereas the meek and quiet 
dan nnen ng to a conſtant 
| of +786 i 2 4.9%. 2 4 4 > - 
* A 3 onedens Goo anew ?: . 
nem deiterum cum retentione? quomodo placabit patrem 
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_ carefully we rve the cominunion of ſaints, the fitter 
we are for — with God. It is obſervable, 
ed under the law 


*pidgeons,/ all of them emblems of meekneſs, and gentle- 


for cold z or like 


iratus in fratrem, cum cmnis ira ab initio ices Ln ns? : 


| compals go even round the circumference, you muſt 
be ſure to keep the other fixed, nn 
woe « ſtrength is to fit ſtill. v 
make us fit-for any relation, which Godin his 
1 —.— may call us into. Thoſe that are quiet 
| | themſelves, pled Ov but be eaſy to all that are about 
ftmbem; and the nearer: cog, ee 
| converſe, the more deſira it is we ſhould be ; 
| them. Relations are various, as ſuperiors, e 
And cquals; he that is of a meek and quiet ſpirit, is 
cut out for any of them. Moſes was ork years a 
; 3 Egypt, forty years a ſervant in Midian, and 
| years-a King in ſeſhurun ; and his meckneſs | 
a him 1 each of theſe poſts, and ſtill he held 
ſaſt bis integrity. There are various duties requiſite, 
according as the relation is, and variqus to be 
exerciſed ; but this of meekneſs is the golden thread 
that muſt run through all. If man be a ſociable crea- 
ture, the more he hath of humanity, the more ſit he 
is ſor ſociety. Meckneſs would greatly help to pre- 
ſerve the wiſdom and due authority of ſuperiors, the 
obedience” and du: ſubjection of inferiors, and the love 
and mutual kindneſs, and ſerviceableneſs of 
A calm and quiet irn receives the comfort of the Ke 
| relation moſtthankfully, ſtudies the duty of the relation 
| ,moſt carefully, and bers the. inconveniency of-the 
| "relation: A 
| "mari coup though:th pay — | 
of a bot and-baſty temper; yet lived very oomſottubly 
in that, relation, by obſerving an agreement made be- 
tween themſelves, Never to be both angry together; 
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lived up to, would: prevent many of thoſe: breaches 
among relations, which | occaſiog...o, much guilt and 
grieſ and are ſeldom healed without a ſear, It was 


ee ben. 3 8 61 15 ; 
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1 to his children katy entered into the conjugal 
relation; r | Nes 5 
3% Dod one erk fire? -rother with W dome 
ig one provoked? be refer oft dt. dune? 
And - Abus one wife, boch happy. But Where wath | 
and anger are indulged, all relations are embitteret,, | 
thoſe timt ſhould be helps meet, become as thorns in | 
bur eyes, and goads in our des. Two indeed are 
better one,” and yet it is better © to dwell alone | 
S a contentious and 
relation, whois ke a contiaual dropping in a very rainy 
day,“ Prov. xxl. 19.——xxvii. 15. Some of the Hebrew | 
eritics have noted, that if you take away the fear of 
the Lord, from hutband and wife; there remains but 
mie, Se lt is ſo in other relations. 
g. It makes us fit for any condition, as 
ine wie God ſhall pfeaſe to difpoſe of us. 18 
mat through grace ate enabled to compoſe and quiet 
_ themſelves; are fit to live in this world, where we 
meet with ſo much every day to diſcompoſe and diſ- 
auiet us. In general, whether the outward condition 
- be proſperous or adverſe, whether the world Tmile' or 
Tron upon us, à merk und quiet ſpirit” is neither 
I 15 With 3 — 5 


| , rot which way you will ic Bghtts oh vn: 
Era ade, © Sk. Paul, that had Jearned in every eftare- 
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nd good report,” thit 
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F enraged enemies; «they Can but 
* 1 ind: to! witneſs the moſt righteous teſtimony 


withimeckneſs and fear, 1 Pet. iii. 1 f. like our Maſter,” - 
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| mitted. Min ſelf te him tha judgeth [rightcoudy,” 1 
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1 rhe did 9 
ka «arr 2d ep Sho rimqgr ackpa vio- | 


Hent-rapid motion ? It is therefore our wiſdom to com- 

5 grave," to ptepure ourſelves for it, 
__. and accommodating | ourſelves to that 
a which ee to be our or death wil Th is dying 
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_ and reſt in their docs So] > 

| ter-death we. the judgment, thine bien 
nothing is more dreadful to them that are contentious; 
Rom. . 8. The coming of the Maſter brings terror 
along with it, to thoſe-that ſmite their fellow-ſervants, 
Luke xii. 45. 46. But thoſe that are meek and quiet, 
are likely to have their plea ready, their accounts 
ſtated, and whenever it. comes it wi de no ſurpriſe to 

them; to thoſe whoſe moderation is known to all men, 

| it will de no. ary eee | 


2 "Tillatfon, in his preface! 
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the want of the "Tar prof n 
t, among - thoſe that igion, 
yin. our -own:boſoms ? It this be Chriſtianity, 
the Lord help us l how little is there of the thing, 
even among thoſe that make great * 
mane? ſurely, (2s one ſaid in anocher. ; 


| 92 


e lirablites had ripe them- 
2 6 up a golden calf, 
it is; aid, they were © made naked to ther ſhame,” 

"Exod. xxxii.-25. \How-naked are we, "(like Adam 
| hehe pad hoped), S 
* it were to the iha r 3; 

75 — rin 111 2 | 
am not teaching you to jud 
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We are called Chriſtians, and it is our privilege and 
honour that we are ſo we name the name of the 


meek and e but how few are acted by his 


Spirit, or conformed to his example? It is a ſhame 
that any occaſion ſhould be given to charge it upon 
who in other things are moſt ſtrict and ſo- 
they are moſt faulty: and that many 
who pretend to conſcienoe, and devotion, ſhould in- 
dulge themſelves in a peeviſh, froward, and moroſe 
temper and converſation, to the great reproach of that 


worthy name by which we are called. May we not 


fay, as that Mahometan did, when a Chrſtian prince 
had perfidiouſly broke his league with him, O Jeſus! 
are theſe thy Chriſtians ? 7 

It is the manifeſt deſign of our holy and excellent 
religion to ſmooth, and ſoften, and ſweeten our tem- 
pers, and to work off the ruggedneſs and unevenneſs 


of them. Is it not a wretched” thing therefore, that 


any who profeſs. it, ſnould be ſoured, and embittered, 
and leſs converſable and fit for human ſociety,” than 


other people? He was looked upon as a very good 


man in his day, and not without cauſe, who yet had 
ſuch an unhappy temper, and was ſometimes ſo tran- 
ſported with paſſion, that his friend would ſay of him; 


He had grace enough for ten men, and yet not 


enough-for himſelf.” All the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. 


even thoſe of the firſt three, do not know what man- 


ner of ſpirit they are of, Luke ix. 35. 89 apt are we 
to deceive ourſelves, eſpecially when theſe exorbitances 
ſhroud themſelves under the fpecigus and plauſible pre- 
tence of zeal for God and religion But yet the fault 


is not to be lad upom the; profeſſion, or the ſtrictneſs 


and ſingularity of chat in other things that are praiſe- 
worthy ; nor may we think the worſe of Chriſtianity, 
for any ſuch blemiſhes: we know very well, that & the 
wiſdom that is from above, is peaceable, and gentle, 
and eaſy to- entreated, and all that is ſweet, and ami- 
able and endearing, ___ ſhe is rot herein juſtified 


. 
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of all chat call themſelves her children. But the blame 
muſt be laid upon the corruption and folly of the pro- 
feſſors themſelves, who are not fo perfectly delivered 
to the mould of Chriſtianity as they d be; but 
lect their ornament, and proſtitute their honour, 
1 to be trampled 
upon; they let fire go out of the rod of their branches, 
ſo that there is no meekneſs 
28 a ſtrong rod, to be 'a ſceptre to rule in the ſoul, 

Which is a lamentation, and ſhall be for a lamentation; 

refer to that complaint, Ezek. xix. 14), ſomething 
2 9 the woful eracy of the angels that ſin- 
ned, of whom it is ſaid Jude 6. that they kept not 


dun principatum, So the vulgar: t it not be read, 


© the of themſelves ? They loſt the com- 
mand they ſhould have had over their iriferior fueulties, 
and ſuffered them to get head. And is it not much 
Uke this, when thoſe pretend to the dignity, who have 
loſt the dominion of a religious profeſſion, baving no 
rule over their own fpirits ? 

And yet, bleſſed be God even in this corrupt and 
degenerate world, . there are many who ym in the 
excellent ornament of 2 meek and quiet ſpirit; and 
ſore whoſe natural temper is haſty and ch as it 
is ſaid Calvin's was, 3 — by the 
power of divine grace, — — 
their works with meekneſs and wiſdom. It is not fo 


as ſome imagine it, to fubdue'theſe'paſ- 

| ons, and 16 prefers the pear of he e- eg 

£ . 4.8 
; Bur dt we: mf each of us j ourſelves; und 
find matter ſor repentance! herein, I ſhall only mention 
' thoſe "inſtances of '1 nt towards our 


particular relations; which evidence the want of meek- 


| "els, and quietneſs of ſpirit. 


1. Supcriers are commonly v. 


apt te bid and 
| that! is: har wan of meekneſs. It is 


0 "ER 15 | 


2 7 7 C Cudworth. IncelleR, syn. p. 316. 


and all this ado.? Is this the product of a meek and 
quiet, ſpirit ? Is this the beſt, badge of your authority 
You, have to put on? And are theſe the enſigns of 


of him who is the great Ruler of this perverſe and re- 
delliau world, that © be will not always hides? PL 


2 But how many little rulers are there of fami- 


petty ſocieties, that herein are very unlike him, 
ſor they are always chiding? Upon every little default, 
they are put into a flame, and tranſported beyond due 
bounds; eaſily provoked, either for no cauſe at all, or 


for very ſmall cauſe; greatly provoked, and very out- 
7 us, and unreaſonable. when they are provoked. 


ra 
Their carriage fiery and haſty, their language ſcurrilous 


and indecent; they care not what they fay, nor what 


ey do, nor who they fall foul upon, ſuch ſons of Be- 


lia, that a man cannot ſpeak to them, 1 Sam. xxv. 17. 
One had as good meet a bear robbed of her whelps, 


as meet them. Here wants meekneſs. Huſbands 


thould not be bitter againſt their wives, Col. iu 19. 
Parents ſhould not provoke their children, Eph. vi. 4. 
Maſters, muſt forbear threatening, Kph. vi. 9. Theie 


are the rules, but how few. are ruled by them? The 
— under 
and te 


undue and inte mperate paſſion of ſuperiors, 
the umbrage and excuſe of neceſſary fiti 
maintaining of authority, and the education and con- 


troul of children and ſervants. But ſurely every little 


needs not be animadverted upon, but rather 


ſhauld be paſſed by; or if the fault muſt needs be te- 


proved, and corrected, may it not be done without 
uch a heat? What needs ſg much noiſe, and clamoun, 


your; honour ? Is there no other way of making your 


rferiors know their plage, by putting them among the - 


dogs of your flock, and: threatening. them as ſuch : 
Not that I am. againſt — good order in 


families, and ſuch reproofs as are neceſſary, to the ſup- 


port and-preſervation of that, and thoſe ſo ſharpened, 

as ſome tempers require and call for. But while you 

are governing others, Pry learn to govern. yourſelves, 
e 3 Fe So hott 2h 34 nE 


* 


* 


* 


7%//ỹ » A difennſe encrrning nabe, 
and do not diforder your own ſouls, under pretence of : 


keeping order in your families: for though you your- 
ſelves may not be aware of it, yet it is — nee 


hoſe indications of your r diſp fore, which tranſ 
the: laws of meekneſs, you do but render yourſelves. 
contemptible and ridiculous, and rather proſtitute than 
preſerve your authority. Though your children dare 
not tell you ſo, yet perhaps they cannot but think, 
that you are very unfit to command yourſelves v. 
time” was, when you were yourſelves children, and 
ſcholars, and perhaps ſervants and a prentices ; and fo, 
(it vo will but- allow yourſelves the liberty of reffec- 
tion), you cannot but know the heart of an inferior, 
(Exod. xxiii. 9. ), and ſhould therefore treat thoſe that 
are now under you, as you yourſelves then wiſhed to 
de treated. A due expreſion' of diſpleaſure, ſo much 
as is neceſſary to the amendment of what is amiſs, will 
very well conſiſt with meekneſs at, Ge wit And 
your gravity, and awful com 
bent vey macht th eeering of . 
rity, and will command ty more than 
your noiſe and chiding. (and maſ- 
ters of ſchools too), have need, in this matter, to be- 
have themſelves wiſely, Pfal ci: 2. fo as to avoid the two 
_ extremes; that of Eli's fooliſh i on the one 
hand, t Sam. il. 23. 24. and that of Saul's brutiſſi ra 
dn the other hand, 1 Sam XX. 30. 33. and forthe h 
coin. I 
| every thing be not juſt to their . * 
vnd vexing; and their hearts are hot within them; 
they are uneaſy in their place und ſtation, 3 fault 
with every thing that is faid or done to r A355 
wants @ quiet ſpirit, which” would reconcile” us to 
poſt we are in, and 10 all the dealer of it, — 
would make the beſt of the preſent ſtate, though it be 


W with 17 inconveniences, | N 
bas 5 ba Nemo regere pore vill qui et regi. Seneca. 
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| axd q 4 b, r 
72 Long whom the Jude in his epiſtle; 

the fea and wandering Ce — — 
— — —2 ver. 16. It is 


an inſtance of unquietneſs, to be ever and anon quar- 
relling with our allotment. Thoſe wives wanted 2 


Lord with tears, Mal. ii. 13. Not tears of repent- 
ance for. fin, but tears of vexation, at the diſappoint- 
ments they met with in their outward condition. 
Hannah's meekneſs and quietneſs was in ſome degree 
wanting, when ſhe fretted, and wept, and — 


eat, 1 Sum. 1. . but prayer compoſed her ſpirit, and 


ſet her to rights, verſ. 778. her countenance was no 


more ſad. It was the unquietneſs of the ſpirit; of the 


ſonably with the father, for receiving and entertaining 


| the penitent prodigal, Luke xv. 19, For thoſe _ 


are given to be uneaſy;- wilknever want 


other to complain of. It is true, (though — 


readily apprehended), that the ſullenneſs, and murmur- 


ing, and ſilent frets of children and ſervants, is as great 


à tranſgreſſion of the law of meekneis, as the more 
open, noiſy and avowed paſſions of their ꝓarents and 
maſters. - We find the kings chamberlains & wroth 
with the king,” Eſth. ii. 21. And Cain's quarrel 
with God himſelf, for accepting 
preted anger at God, Gen. id Why art thon 
wrot h, 2 why is thy countanance-fallert?!? The ſbur 


looks of inferiors are as certain an indication ob unger 


reſting in the boſom, as the big looks/bf ſuperiors: ane 
hom many ſuch inſtances of diſcontent. there have been, 


eſpecially under a continual erofs, our on conſe enees 


may perhaps tell us. It is the want of meekneſs only, 
that makes thoſe whom divine providence hath put 
under the 2 ene that is, impatient 


Ade oke. | | 


17'S | Gs Cai ao, | 


tend.” "Iris for wank of meeknes tat there ae in de. 
» fit” 53 24 hull bac 163 wh 


meek and quiet ſpirit,” that “ covered the altar of the 


elder brother in the parable, that quarrelled ſo unrea- 


of Abel, was inter- 


Cn of another: that there are in families, en- 
and quarrels among the children ſervants, 
. thwarting; and finding fault one with 
another: and that brethren that d well together, do not. 
as they thould,” 4 dwell together in unity.“ It is for 
want of meekneſs, that was are ſo i of contra- 
diction in our deſires, and deſigns, that we 
muſſ have our own faying; right or wrong and every 
thingour o] way: that we are ſo impatient of compe- 
— INAY BALLS ſhould ſtand in our light, 
or ſhare in that work of bonour which we would en- 
; Caps, foquic in that we are ſo impatient of con- 


—— not . — and con- 
— evidence à want of meekneſs, but alſo 
thoſe ſilent Alierralions in affection and converſation, 
whicly- make à leſs noiſe; little piques and prejudices 
conceived, i which men ate themſelves ſo aſhamed+ of, 

that they will not own: them: theſe ſhew the ſpirit 
andi the ornarmerit of meekneſs. In 
Word, the wilfol ar >> thing to difquiet others, 
_ Handeringpbackbiting, wh gory talebearing, or the 
like, is 00 plain an evidence, that ee not wee 

b N tightly-difpoſed-to-be quiet. 
And now, may we not eee) our dd ante 
* day ? and inſtead of condemning others, though never 
\ ; ſhould we not each of us bewail it before the 


8 
It we have been fo little acted by this excellent 
— — repent of all that which we N 
rp done contrary to the law of r 
4 ines the direction and influence of it? Inſtead 


— 
— 
OL 
- 
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eee ene ene cds if 
us rather aggravate them, and lay load upon our- 


ſelves for them: '4 fo foolith have I been and ignorant, 


and ſo like a beaſt, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, when he is 


recovering himſelf from an intemperate heat, Pſal. 
bexiii. 22. Think how often we have appeared before 


God, and the world, without our ornament, without 
our livery, to our ame. God kept account of the 
metre inſtances of the unquietneſs of Iſtael. They 


ve tempted. me (faith he) now theſe ten times, 


Numb. xiv. 22 Conſcience is God's regiſter, that 


records all our miſcarriages; even what we ſay and do 


in our haſte, is not ſo quick as to eſcape its obſervation; 
let us therefore be often opening that book now, for 


our conviction and humiliation, or elſe it will be 


opened ſhortly to our confuſion and condemnation. 
« But if we would judge ourſelves, we ſhould not be 
judged of the Lord.” May we not all 2 as Joſeph's 

brethren did, (and perhaps ſome are, as they were, in 


a ſpecial manner called to 72 dy humbling provi- 


dences), „ We are verily guilty concerniag our 
ther? Gen. xlii. 21. h a time, in fach-a com- 
pany, upon ſuch an occaſion, I wanted meekneſs, and 
was unquiet; my __ was provoked, and I ſpake un- 
adviſedly with my lips, and now I remember it againſt 
myſelf. Nay, have not I lived a life of unquietneſa, in 
the family, in the neighbourhood, — the fire of 
contention, as in my element, and breathing threaten» 
ings 7 And by ſo — have not I diſhonoured my 
God, diſcredited 225 profeſſion, diſturbed my ſoul, 
grieved the bleſſed Spirit, and been to many an ocea - 

of fin ? And for all this, ought not Ito be greatly 
humbled and aſhamed ? Before we ean put on the or- 


nament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, we muſt firſt: waſh 
— eee e _— 8 1 
extravagances on, our neglects 
and omiſſions of the Guden of meekneſs. bs 
Secondly, Have we not reaſon to labour and endea- 
vour, ſince there is ſuch a virtue, there is ſuch a prailez 


23 


1 to our . mae of meekneſs. 


"es 1 to the mesh of: the earth: 


meekneis“ L 


„ Aut menu moluchn, 


eattain — not lay out ourſelves 


to the . — is ee — — — 
quiet ſpirit 57 or Ni n | your, | 
be indeed eee eee 


| — of meckneſs 52+ tv 
2 Some patterns of itt. 


. eee 
N. . 
. good principles that 1 ———— 
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\praQtices that 3 aboudd-in, 


+ Ge” "Same good 


—— things, we will endeavour 0 
ede he wan. 

— Jon 7's dow cate? 1 
od 45 2.1 N 4 9245 23x v.52 N 
e eee at fr. E O. Len 
e. *. 29. a2 1 
4% $447 as eee. I 
nd; 10 1920934 e $1228 ST; | 
If we lay the wore} of God before m tbe 
S 
oo ms yrs and quietneſs to be as much 
our duty, rng e * ne dere 26 it 


peg —e net wt rye 
Tha ve muſt « ſeek mecknel.” - This: com- 


— all ye meek of the earth Seek 


d 
. be heart, yer hey 


nounced'fo by — — 


— — which teacheth us, tliat thoſe 
he have mach of this 


have ſtill need of more, 
— &. dixifti, 


und maſt defire and 


er 


mA Wen 5 0 25 


Ries, e eden eee with the 
eta mu 


Ai - a A ud ae a4 


perfect man, Job. xvii. 9. « He that hath clean 


hands, will be ſtronger and ſtronger,” Paul was a 
man of great attainments in grace, and yet we find him 


forgetting the things that are behind, and reaching forth 
22 — wer bor ili. 13. 14. Thoſe who 
took 30% the ſpoiling of their goods, are yet told 
that t uuf nend ur patience, Heb. x. 2 Them 
the meek of the earth (who being on the earth, are in 
a ſtate of infirmity and imperfection, of trial and temp- 


tation) have ſtill need of meekneſs; that is, they muſt 


learn to be yet more calm and compoſed, more ſteady, 


nnd even, and regular, in the government of their pa- 


fions; arid in the of their whole converſation. 
They who have all angry words, mult learn to 


ſuppreſs the firſt rifings and motions of angry thoughts. 
lt is obſervable, when the meek; of the earth are 


eſpecially concerned to ſeek meekneſs, even then, when 


= decree” is ready to bring forth, verſ. 2: When 


* day of the Lord's anger haſtens on, when the 
times ate bad, and deſolating judgments are breaking 


in, then we have occaſion for all the meckneſs we have, 
and all we can get, and all little enough. Meekneſs 


towards God, the author, and towards men, the inſtru- 


ments of our trouble: meekneſs to bear the trial, and 
to bear our teſtimony in the trial. There is ſome- 
times an hour of temptation,” Rev. iii. 10. à critical 


day, when the exerciſe of meekneſs is the work of the 


day: ſometimes the children of men are more than or- 
dinary provoking, and then the children of God have 
more than ordinary need of meekneſs. When God is 


— 
- 
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A n 


| fiend men are unjuſtly angry, ——— 
mELES children are angry with us, and our 


58. > = 0 
conſolation,” becauſe the u God: of patience,” (for the 
more patient we are, the more we are comforted under 


giver, who aver ſaid: to the — 
but hath given us an 
u 


T 
ö 
- 
f 
L 


however. from the ſting and malignity 
Luther faid) either in heaven, or under heaven,, either 


in the poſſeſſion, or under eb F 5 


known. to be the 
POT "and to belong to that - peacea 


SES. nba dfacttc atten. Ars oc. AS. rr 


% N Onda: + tae wid. hl 


+ and quietneſs of ſpirit. 
the world of the ungodly, 


they'{hail. be hid, it ma from the cal 
: ie of it; hid (as 


See Pfal. ci. 1. 2. 
2. We muſt put on meekneſs.” This 
h 


holy and beloved) - meekneſs. It is one of 
members of the new man, which according to the 
igatians we lie under from our baptiſm, ve muſt 
Her 1 — Jac oat to keep provocations 
the heart, and ſo to defend * 7.5 TRAP 
— wil Gy it is armour, of E 

you are on 2 od, .— 


— ut it on as attire, as your neceſſary 


cannot go without; look upon 
as — — — unbleſſed without it. 


it on as a livery 


of the meek; and humble, and 
ble family. 

t it on as an ornament, as a robe, and a diadem, by 
which e re dignified in the 
Put it om as the. elect of God, holy 


2 becauſe you are ſo in profeſſion; and | 


that you approve yourſelves ſo in truth and reality, 
be hed with 'mecknels, 'az;the;< cloG-of God,” A 
choice people, 
apart for himſelf from the reſt of — 2 as holy, 
ſanctiſied to God, ſanctified 
which put ſuch a luſtre upon 


ire re thoſe that are without: as beloved,” beloved 
your miniſters ; for 


Jove's.ſake put on meekneſs. What winning perſua- 
* rhetoric is ere? n think);' to 


Ales induuntur milites, eee e induite 


robis convenientia * Aquin. in loc. 


— 
\ 


| - foodapon he hath an ark 
for all: his Noahs, his reſting quiet people, in which 
amity itſelf, 


Col. iii. 12. Put on therefore (as the cle 


by which you may be 


a choſen people, hõm God hath: fet 
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:a8 -* A diſeourſe concerning mechne/5, = 
| finoath the rougheſt ſoul; and to ſoften and ſweeter the 
moſt obſtinate heart ere * 
rig working, a garment of his preparing; but 
_ put it on, i. e, muſt lay qur —— 
Wot power and, influence of it. Put it on, not 
rie. outer garment, to be put off in hot weather, 
po a cleave to us, as ha pints n= a to à man's 
+4 ſo put it on, as to on our! ane 
out ſhame, without it. 
3. We muſt « follow after meekneſs ri pre- 
* cept we have, 1 Tim. vi. 11. Meekneſs is there put 
in oppoſition. to thaſe fooliſh and hureful: luſts that 
| fe hel? things, a from: 4. Thou, O man of God, 
eee eee 


2 ery yet we 
low: after it, and aim at it. % Follow meek- 

| neſs, that is, by as much as in lies live y 
with:allmnen,” endeav -kedp the ofthe 
Spirit. We can but make one fide of the bargain ; 


2 nn e rr 


e 
- 
e 
t 
» 
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bearing meekneſs, and forbearing meekneſs, qualifying 
neſs; the + meekneſs that endears our friends, and that 


as; there is occaſion : in our. words, in our looks; 


| all our converſe; ſo mild, and 
that all that ſee us may witnels 
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and quietneft of pint. 3 
will fre the fire, that is their fut; let not un be 2 


tinder to it. 


4. We muſt « ſhew alt mocknah s un men.” 


This is one of the ſubjecłs which Paul directs 2 young 
miniſter topreach upon, 
do ſhew all meekneſs.” —--[t is that which we have need 
to be often minded of. Meekneſs is there oppoſed to 


Tit. iu. 2.“ Put them in 


brawling and clamour, which is the fruit and product 
of our own anger, and the cauſe and provocation of 


the anger of others. Obſerve, it is all meekneſs that 


is here recommended to us, — all kinds of meekneſs, 


meekneſs, and condeſcending meeknels, forgiving meek- 


which reconciles our etiemies ; the meekneſs of autho—- 
rity over inferiors; the meekneſs of obedience to ſupe- 


tors; and the meekneſs of wiſdom towards all. All 
 meckneſs, is meekneſs in all relations, in reference to 


all injuries, all ſorts of provocation, meekneſs in all the 
branches and inſtances of it : in this piece of our obe- 
dience we muſt be univerſal. Obſerve further, we 
muſt not only have meekneis, all meekneſs, but we 
muſt ſhew it, by drawing out this grace into exerciſe; 


"= 


our actions, in every thing that falls under the obſer- 


2 of men; we muſt manifeſt that we have indeed 
Hen thi Wie mate eat i 
— of has we ſay and do, when we are provoked, . 


of — Prov. xxxi. 26. And thus the tree is 


known by its fruit. This —_ muſt 8 others 
may ſee the good K d hear the A.M 
words of it too, not t e ut 

Father, Matth. xv. 16. *. ſhould 


TIEN the earth. bo 2 muſt-6 
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; Know how-to. ſpeak 


=y 


on” ——— 


but let: our © moderation be known,” Pull. u. 5. 
that is in. this reſpect a wiſe man, let him ſſiew it 
| in gh meckneſs ee, jam. i +23. What are 
cloaths worth, if they be not worn hy hath 
ſervanta fine liv pr Array but to — 
5 and of the family he belongs. 
_ two? How cap we ſay we are tneek, if we do not ſhew 
it! The: ſhewing of our meekneſs will beautify our 
felon; and will adorn the doarme of God our 
ir, und may have a very good influence upon 
who cannot but be in love with ſuch an excel- 
ms when thus, like the ointm̃erm of the right 
it ſelf; and the houſe is filled with the 
t of n. "Again; this metckneſs | muſt be thus 
unto all men; does as well as friends, thoſe with- 
ont, ug theſe withiry, all that we have any thing to do 
Wich. r ——— 2 — b 
above ue, that we ſtamd in awe of, „ ray De 
uns, chat / we have an over. The poor indeed 
ulech intresties, 1 it is not 
we privilege ofthe rich to anſwer roughly, Prov. xvii, 
2 + We muſt *ſhew eur meekneſs, not only to the 
n l ok alſs to the froward, for this is 
a hy,” 1 Pet. ii. a8. 19. Our meckneſs muſt 
- 3 ſo exceeding broad is this 
| n mecknefs to all men.” We muſt 
this meckneſt moſt; to. thoſe with whon-we do 
reſt: conyerde. .. There are fome tat, when they are 
in in company with Rrangers, appear v mild and goed - 
harnetreds, tlitir behaviour is phauſt * and 
eeompiaiſerm; bub in dheir families they ate and 
freud, imdiliniured, and thoſe about them ſcurce 
to them *: this (hews, thut the 
fear of. mn gives check +6 their pafſions, than 
eee my is, to be meek tdwards ally 
$25 $31 RS * 
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| en n < 
+ even to tha brute creatures, over whom we are lords, 


F. * map i ee 
| his be. en n 


of 
© Obſerve, the reaſon, which- the edle there gives | 
wh we ſhould ſhew all nzeekaeſs towards all men 
L far we ourſelves. alſo were ſometime fooliſa k, verk 
| : ie 4. was When perhaps we were as bad as the 
of them we are now angry at-; and if now it be 
better with us, we are purely beholden to the free grace 
of God in Chriſt, that made the difference { and ſhall, 
we be harſh to our brethren, who have found God ſo 
kind to us? Hath God forgiven us that great debt, 
and paſſed by ſo many provocations; and ſhall 
wie be extreme digs Hy eee us, 
and make the worſt of every flip and overſigat? The 
great goſpel- argument for mutual forbearance and for- 
giveneſs is, that & God for Chriſt's ſake: hath forgiven 


us,” Col. iii. 1 
| of us alle for tho ce tg of et ger 


It may be 
A ous infeciors, to remember not only our former ſin- 
fulneſs againſt God in our uncanverted Rate, but ou 
former infirmities in the age and ſtate of inferiors; were 
not we ourſelves ſometimes fooliſh? Our children are 
catele(s, and playſul, and froward, and ſearce govern- 
able; and were not we ourſelves ſa, when: we were of 
Wor And if we have now put away cbildiſls 
yet they have not,Childrenmay; be brought 
a up, in the nurture and admoniiion o tte 0 Ert r 
being provoked to abt... 
5. We muſt ſtudy to be quiet 1 The® i iv, 16. 
that is, Ady nat te dien others, or to be yourſelves 
diſtorbed dy s; theſe are, quiet that are apt 
either to give or take offence, be ambitious of this, 
Wet began, to be quiet. The. moſt af mew 


* ey, 
2 of a Chriſtian ſhould be carried out towards 
1 — reckon that the happieſt poſt, and 


they covet it, court it, 
ea ment; they cover it, they co a 


— which lies moſt out Tut the road of 
I cannot avoid 'mentioning, for the illuf- 


; 1 of this, that moſt excellent poem © of my Lord 
2 * > r e from a Heathen); 


Ks Hah e ebied the totiering ft. 52 


2 Of courtly grandeur, and become as great 


As are his mounting wiſhes : as for me, 
Loet ſweet repoſe 1 


— 


r 


Of public action, unheard, unſeen, 
And unconcern'd as f I ne'er had been.” 


is: i»; tudying bo be quiet. Subdue and keep 


| 3 all thoſe diſorderly — which tend to the 


to 
the 


of the foul. Compoſe 


muddying and clouding 


ſielves to this holy reſt ; put yourſelves in a poſture to 


invite- this ſleep,” which God gives to his be- 
loved. Take pains, as ſtudents in arts and ſciences do, 
underſtand the myſtery of this grace. I call it a 
myſtery, becauſe St. Paul, who was fo well verſed in 


deep things of God, ſpeaks n 


Phil. iv. 4% J am inſtructed, as in a m 


to 


# 2 


1 
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ſelves, to work upon 


de full and to be hungry, both to abo and to 
ſuffer need; that is, in one word, to be quiet.— To 
dy the art of quietneſe, is to tuke pains with our- 
our own hearts the principles, 


rules, and laws of meekneſs; and to furniſh ourſelves 


with ſuch conſiderations, as tend to the quieting of the 


. ſpirit in the midſt of the greateſt provocations. Others 


_ areſtudying to diſquiet us, the more need we have to 


uch how to ue es ourlelyes, by 2 careful watching 
4 All chat which" is * 8 


— 
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Chriſtans ſhould above all Gudies, ſtydy to be; quiet, 
and labour to be acted by an even ſpirit, under all the 
e of Menon 1 Femagaber 1 one 


>> ee te way ing 7 
yr ſigh © teady, ſtead y: let but 
| be Grady, and. the heart\ inks and. thaw. 

our paſſage be be rough, we may: make a ſhift te. 
the poior, and AER tact 3 
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Good examples help very much to illuſtrate ad en 
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ps 1 | 
1 ame grace in a ſuperior.” He or: ws} thingtin: be [ 
faith, was famous for meekneſs : for the more we have 
of faith towards God, the more we ſhall have of meek- 


neſs towards all men — How meek was Abraham, 


Cr ed a ſtrife Og his herdſmen and 
Lot's, which, had it ight have been of ill 


uence, for the 8 — fig — the Perrizzite 
| dwelled then in the land? but it was ſeaſonably taken 
wp by the prudence of Abraham, Gen. xiii. 8. © Let 
there be no ſtrife, I pray thee.” Though he might 
command the peace, yet for love's ſake he rather be- 
ſeecheth. Every word hath an air of meekneſs, and a 
tendency to keep the peace, And when the expedient 
_ Pitched upon for the prevention of ſtrife, was their 
from each other, though Lot was the — | 
yet Abraham, for peace-ſake, quitted his right, and | 
gave Lot the choice, verſe 9. and the gracious /viſit 
which God gave him #hereupon, verſ. 14. was an 
- _  Abrindant recompence for his mildneſs and condeſcen- 
ſion. Another inſtance of Abraham's meekneſs, we 
| have. in his carriage towards Sarah, when ſhe quarrelled 
with him ſo unreaſonably about her maid, angry at 
| r 6. 
My wrong be upon thee; the judge between 
me and thee.” Abraham might ſoon have replied, 
| You may even thank yourſelf, it was your own con- 
trivance; but laying aſide the preſent provocation, ge 
abides by. one of the original of the relation, 
« Behold thy maid is in thy He did not an- 
1 with paſſion, that would have put all into 
eſently ; but he anſwered paſſion with meek- 
EXAESS Another inſtance of Abra- 
meekneſs we have in the tranſactions between 
3 — ind Abimelech his neighbour, Gen. ai. 24. 25. 
Hie firſt enters into a covenant of friendſhip with him, 
"© which was confirmed by an oath, and then (not re- 
_ - = him, but] him for a wrong that 
wo | 
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$a iN ud quietneſs of pri. . 
ives us this rule of meckneſs, Not to break friendſhip - | 


for a ſmall matter of difference: ſuch. and ſuch ocea- 
ſions there are, which they- that are diſpoſed to it, 


ight quarrel about, but what is that between me 


and thee ? If meekneſs rule, matters in variance may 


be fairly reaſoned and adjuſted, without violation or in- 


fringement of friendſhip. This is the example of that 
t patriarch. The future happineſs of the ſaints is 


repreſented as the boſom of Abraham, Luke xvi. 23. 
{| a quiet ſtate. Thoſe that hope to lie in the boſom of 


Abraham ſhortly, muſt tread in the ſteps of Abrtham 
now, whoſe children we are, as long as we thus do 
well, and who. (as Maimonides expreſſeth it) is the 


father of all that are gathered under the wings of the - 


divine Majeſty.” 


2. Moſes was a pattern of meekneſs; it was his maf- 


| ter grace, that in which, more than in any other, he 


| This teſtimony the Holy Ghoſt gives of 
| him, Numb xii. 3. That the man Moſes was very 
_ meek , above all the men which were upon the face 


of the earth.“ * 1 5 


This character of him comes in there in a parentheſis 2 


(probably inſerted by the inſpired pen that wrote the 
laſt chapter of Deuteronomy), upon occaſion of an af- 
front he received from thoſe of his on houſe; which 
intimates, that his quiet and patient bearing of that, 


was, of all other, the greateſt proof and inſtance of his 


meekneſs. Thoſe can bear any provocation, that can 
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bear it from their near relations. The meekneſs. of | 


Moſes, as the patience of Job, was tried on all hands. 


Armour of proof ſhall be ſure to be ſhot at. It ſhould” _ 


ſeem that his wife was none of the beſt- humoured 


women; for what a paſſion was ſhe in about the cir. 
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| * Joephus, Antig- I. iv.” e- 8. gives this character of 
_ - Moſes; © Affectus ita ſemper in p 
illis carere videretur, et nomina tantum corum ex his qu 


habuit, ut omnio py 


in aliis hominibus conſpiceret, congnita haber. 
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bloody huſband ? and we do not read of one word that 
he replied, but let her have her laying, Exod. iv. 25. 
26, When God: was angry, pporak angry, it 
was beſt for him to be quiet. Ihe lot of his public work 


8 was caft « in the provocation, in the day of temptation. 


. 
* 


in the- wilderneſs, Pfal. xc. 8. But, as if all the muti- 


nies i murmuring I ſrael were too lite to try the mee 


nen of Moſes, his on brother and ſiſter (and thoſe of 
no leſs a figure than Miriam the propheteſs, and Aaron 
the faint of the Lord) pick a quarrel with him, ſpeak 


then under 
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d him 20 2 | 


% 


7 


.— N ” = 
; — " = = "& . * 
. 4 
. * — | 
* 


a — & ſpak 


and quiemeſr pr. 2. 
in the fame breaif; 
thoſe that wilkalipw oons: 


The meekneſs of Moſes qualified him-to be a magi- 


fits way alle 


- valiant but the fierce.” 


ſtrate, eſpecially to be king in Jeſhurun, among 2 peo 
ſo very provoking, that they gave him occaſion to 


uſe all the meekneſs he had, and all little enough to 
bear their manners in the wilderneſs. When they 


murmured againſt him, quarrelled with him, arraigned | 
his authority, and were ſometimes ready to ſtone him: 
| he reſented theſe provocations with very little of per- 


ſonal application or concern, but inſtead of uſing his 
intereſt in heaven, to ſummon plagues upon them, he 


r the gap, and by his in- 
. tercefſion for them, to. turn away the wrath of God 


from - them; and this not hanna reps but many: 


times. 

And we muſt obſerve, that though Moſes was | 
the man in the world, yet when God's ho- 

nour and glory were concerned, none more warm and 


zealous ; witneſs his reſentment of the 22 calf, 
when in a hol y indignation at that abominable in gan, 
he . broke the tables. And when 


and his crew invaded . 
| 2 pious wrath, ſaid unto the 


« Reſpet not thou 
their offering, Numb. xvi. 15. He that was a lamb: . 


F — ne an- . | 


juſtify our raſh anger, but to us to ſtand uporr _ 
rd at all times againſt it, that he who © thinks 
„ may” take heed leſt he fall; and that he 


| ho bh le, W u 


ſedly-with his lips, and it 
went ill with him for it,” Pfal. cui. 32. 33. Which is 
written, not for imitation, but for admonition; not to 
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wand, as Moſes did, and nnn Shag 


| per nat n repentance. 
5 mas a pattern mens. and-it- ig pro- 
5 I That the. feeble ſhall-be as 
Durid- In this, as in other inſtances, he was a man 
after God's own heart. When his own brother was 
sp rough upon him without reaſon, - 

& Why cameſt thou down hither?” &c, how mild 
- was his anſwer? “ What have I now done? ls there 
net a cauſe?” verſ. 
bim, ho was not at iſturbed at it, Pſal. xxxviii. 13. 

AI deaf man, heard not” When Saul 


right 
David's meek ſpirit con- 


| Area 
 proceedeth from the wicked, but my hand ſhalt not be 
e pe bim,“ 1 Sam. xxiv. 13. When Nabg!'s chur- 
is preyoked him, yet Abigail's ſoon 
him, and it —— Wden 
3 { curſed n Gib a bites case K A 
bs calm he reſented not the offence, nor would 
| niſhing the offender: 80 let him 
| | alone, for the Lord hath hidden him,” 
| 200-20. 10.12 quietly committing his enuſe to 
£5 5 Judgeth yj cout, verſ. .12. And other 
tus ſtory, which evidence 
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x Sam xvii. 28. 


e pf When his enemies reproached | 


of the.ancients, Wickedneſs 


what he ſaid; Pſak enxwi. 2. 4 My-ſout is even 


Foldier a man of celebrated 


with very many 
- the ſeveral ſcenes of his life - 
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of the matter and the calmnefs of the expreffion, but 
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xxx. 6. As to thoſe prayers 
Gund à little harſh, 
_ with the 


_ et bi en 


; paring. 
and Plat. Gt. 8. with Acts i. a0. Nor are they any 
of the 


'courage, that flew a lion, 
and a bear, and a Philiſtine, (as much a ravenous beaſt 
as either of them), which ſhews, that it was his wiſ- 
dom and grace, and not his cowardice, that at other 
times made him ſo quite. David was a man that met 
diſquieting and - in 
winch, (though 
ſometimes they ruffled him a little, for the main 
he preſerved am admirable temper,. | an. evennels and 
compoſednefs of mind, which was very _— 
When upon the ſurpriſe of a fright, 2 Nn 
betavious be before Abimelech, and counterfened that 
madneſf which angry people realize, yet his mind was 


ſo very quiet and undifturbed, that at that time he 
ned tlie 34th Pfalm, in which not only the excel 


the -compoſure of it alphabetically in the * 
ſpeaks him to be even then in a ſedate frame, and to 
have very much the command of his own thoughts: 
As at another time, nem his own followers ſpake of _ 
2 him, though he could not ſtill che tumult of 
he could thoſe of his ſpirits, for then he 
= himſelf in the Lord his God;”” 1 Sam; 
$ againſt his enemies, which 
we find in ſome of his Pſalms; and which ſometimes 
ſurely they did not m 
any ſuch irregular paſſion, as did in the leaſt claſh-everi 
"laws of meekneſs: we cannot ima- 
gime, that one WhO was fo rouſly calm in his common 
converſation, ſhould — im is devotion; nor 
e they'to-be looked upon as the private — — 
reſentments, but as inſpi 
won of God's judgments nw torabarery acre 
enemies of Chrift and his ee appears Bf l 
com Plal.” Mix. 42. 23. with Nom. Xi. 9. 26, | 


more to the ſpirit of the 
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for it; 1 Cor. iv. 21. „ Shall I come to you with a 
| rod, or in the ſpirit of meekneſs ? i. e. Shall I pro- 
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| your reformation ? Herein 

in is * 

conſiſtent with i. = 
tbe inflanced 


Paare and Ja- 
"Joſhua: amt and Job, 
n — mary tra, ; 


nel 


— 
- 


and quietnefa of ſpirit«,. 9 


made hong; , and by all Me, obtained a go 
Z = Heb, xi. 32. 33. 34——But, after all. 
"One Loul elus was the great pattern of meck⸗ 
8 of {pirit : all the reſt had their ſpots, - 
47 110 rn but here is a cop 
os blot, We muſt follow the reſt no further, 
than they were conformable to this great original + 
Be ye followers of me,” (faith Paul, 1 1 Cor. xi. 1.) 
«28 Tam of Chriſt,” He fulfilled all righteouſneſs, 
2 ig complete examplar of all that is Holy, juſt, 
r 
where he is pro- 
laced ; My Shay Larn is to recommend 10 . 


I which tend to 8 
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e lle welt am 
us how to dwell wen. 
in love, 2s Chriſt loved us,” Zpa 
e ar Col. ii. 

1 not himſe ” 


, for we know the 

Lotd Jeſus,” Ho the por, . © waſh one e feet, 
i. . ſſoop to the meaneſt offices of love, for Chriſt did 
ſo; John Till. 14. Matth. xx. 27. 28. 4 doing all with 
lineſs of mind, for it is the ſame mind that was in 
Jeſus,” Phil. ii. and many other the Ike: 
but ubove all, r Len was.an example of meck - 
neg. foles bad iis grace a8 a, ſervant, but Chriſt 
_ as*a 'Son;, he was anointed with it above meaſure. 
He ie therefore called the Lamb of God, for his meck- 
- neſs, and patience,.and inoffenſiveneſs; and even in his 
_ exaltation he retains the ſane character. One of the 
| elders. told John, (Rev, v. 5.). * that the Lien of the - 

Tribe” of Judah would the ſealed book: and I. 
beheld,” (faith John, verſ: ö.) 10 a Lamb.“ He 
dat en a Liop for firength and „vas a Lamb 
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| could ! compaſſion on on the ignorant, ard on 
them thut are out of the way, Heb. v, 2. As long as 
| he was with them, fo. long he ſuffered them, Mark ix. 
19. This, as it is a great encouragement to. Chriſtian 
learners, fo it is à great example to Chriſtian teachers. 

82 In his forgiving and by their upkind- 
ae diſreſpects to himſelf. e was not extreme 
_ no not what . zmiſs of this King. 
When-the y murmured coſt that 2 bro 

— — and called it waſte, and bad indignation at 
E het ney bag ht have done e 
to obſerve. hom much what they faid reflected 
him; nor did he condemn them any other way, 
by: the” w woman, Matth. xxvi. 8. vos 
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When Peter had denied him, and had curſed and 


he did not know him, than which s the fal 
hood and of it )- could be 

| unkind; with what did he bear it ? It is n 
aid; the Lord turned and frouned upon Peter, t 


he deſerved to be frowned into heſl, but “ the Lord 


tumed and looked upon Peter, Luke xx. 6. and 
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recovered him into the way to heaven; it was | 
| look, OL aha Some days utter, 


— — — 


1172 


e 


with the 


2 


/ 


—_ * Ye know 
This 
% Ga 


his bly eh 


* . t 79 er 
- 


— 


— bo 


in ideir town, be was ſo far from 


ing't How wel 

with this, 
felons, win this that 
Give of dis ag gte would have 


A. " ll \ 
Hot. , * ** XY * * _—_ . 
n a * 4, : 


— Luke 


15 RE 


up 


A . 


eb at [Chriſtianity was intended to re- 
- - wivehamanity, and to make thoſe men, who had made 
_ - thamſelves/beafts.. But our Lord A 
eſpecial manner ͤ meeknels when te was | 


he was 
Cs — 


His , 1 22 
_— In IT — 12 Bere g 
: —— . — - 


2. to what he e e God forthem; = 
** g's —— — 


— 


8 7780 


4 | . 
| - 
U ' FP o 
6 ' 7 
4 . — fins: 
n | 4 : 
TY + F 
. 


reprieve them; — — 
c 


* ; - 
* 


IN © and quiron of ſpirits 9 | 


1:6 Mhiyi know:tior what they to.” bey 
1000000 tiy Act iii. 27 1 Cori iii g. 1 Jim! i. 7. 
No in alſ theſe things our Maſter hath left: us an 
example: - What is the practice: of religion, but the 
of God endeavoured by us? And what the 
ol it, hut the image of God rene wed in us? 
—— ns dear obild ren.“ 
But: this" fer dhe. co y we are to write after, "ata 
— — ak we are 
earth ::and therefore in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
incarnate; God in our nature, the copy is 
among us, and the tranſcribing of it, in ſome 
appears more practicable: . He that hath me . 
fanh-Chriſt ),-hath ſeen the Father,” John xiv. 9. and 
ſo hie that imitates Chriſt; imitates the Father. The 8 
— Lord Jeſus came into the world u f 
| —— vy ſo well calculated for the 
— world, and being deſigned to re- 
— lapſed ſouls of men, from their te \ 
ſtate, and to ſweeten their ſpirits and temper, an&fs a 
to befriend human , and 10 make it ome way | 
conformable to the * ores he not only FTIR 
gave ſuch precepts as were w AAN SN 
great end, but, recommended them to the world, by 
the lovelineſs and amiableneſs of his on 
Are we not called Chriſtians from. Chriſt, whom we 
call Maſter and Lord; and ſhall we not endeavour to | 
accomodate ourſetves to him ? We: to roice 
in him as wur- forerunner, and? thall e nd n 
him? 1 © worg we lifted ande his b 
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greatly to the mollifying of us. The 

to s, Which we ourſelves have experienced, who 

fooliſh and diſobedient; to perſuade us do © be 

and te ſhew all meckneſs,” Tit. iii. a. 3. 4. and 
h the Corinthians, by the arizekneſs-4nd 
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of God, James i. 206 There is an obſervable diffe- 
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Paul gives to 
. this; aten Lo I Rus he writes to: Sreprove Marplyt 


ii. vwerſ. 15, To Timothy he writes, “ not to 
but © 10 bea gentle,“ 2 Tim. ü. 24. to reprove u 
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a2 quietneſs fbr. 103 

| xxx. 32. Reproofs are then likely to do us good; 
1 ſubmit to them; x Fo are they as 
an "ear-ring of gold, and an omament. of fine gold, 
when an obedient ear is given to a wiſe reproyer,” 
- Prov, xxv. 12. Nay, even ſuperiors are to receive re- 
proofs from their inferiors with meekneſs, as 
would any other token of | kindneſs and good- 
Naaman, when he turned away from the prophet in a 
rage, yet *hearkened to the reproof his own ſervants 

ve him, and was over - ruled by the reaſon of it, 2 
Kings x. 11. 13. 14. which was no more a diſparage- 
ment to him, than it was to receive inſtruction from 


fy, ver! cekneſs teacheth-us, when 2 juſt- 


4 
* 


peace. The apoſtles, thoſe 

prime miniſters of in Chriſt's kingdom, were not 

military men, or men of ſtrife and noiſe, but fiſhermen, + 
that follow their employment with quietneſs and ſilence. 
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It. would teach us not to aggravate matters in diſpute, 
not to father upon an adverſary all che abſufd conſe- 
quences Which we think may be inferred. from his 


and yet it is 
nor cry, neither thall 
ſtreet; though he could have broke them as eaſily as 
3 r wiek 
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prejudge. a,cauſe, not 10 condemn an, adverſary un- 
heard difference, 


card, but calmly to ſtate matters in dif 6 
knowing that à truth well opened is half confirmed, 
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a candle newly lighted, yet 
not do it, all the day comes, when he ſhall 
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bring forth judgment unto victory. Moſes dealt with 
a very obſtinate and ſtiff- necked people, and yet my 
+. ine (faith he) ſhall drop as the dew, and diftil 
as the rain, Deut. xxxit..2. It was not the 

wind, nor the earthquake, nor the fire that brought 
Elijah into temper, (for the Lord was not in them), 
but the ſtill ſmall voice did it; when he heard that, He = 
<«wrapt his face in his mantle,” 1 2 Nix. 11, 12, 
13 Un dealing with.gainſayers, a ſpirit of meekneſs 
will teach us to conſider their temper, education, cuſ- 
tom, the pare of prejudice they labour under, the iri- 
_Huence of others upon them, and to make allowances 

f and not to call (as paſhonate eontenders 
are apt to do) every falſe ſtep an apoſtacy; ebery error 
and miſtake, nay, every miſconſtrued miſplaced-word, 
à hereſy; and every miſdemeanor, no leſs than treaſon 
and ion; methods of proceeding more likely to 
ixritate and harden, than to convince and/Feduce 'gain- 
Hayerg. I have heard it obſerved” long Gnees" that the 


of the tongue hath driven out of thi 
=P but never drove any into it. N b 


1 We muſt make proſeſſion of the & Hope that is 
un us wih meekneſe,“ 1 Pet. iii, 1 5. Be ready always 
do give anſwer, (to make your defence or apology, ) 

_ Whether judicially or extrajudicially as there is Seel 
to every man that” (ſoberly, not ſcoffingly and it 
derifien}-< aſks you a reaſon,” or an decent, & of the 
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hope that is in vou, h e. of the religion yu profeſs, 

en e be lived by; "with e iti 
fear "Obſerve; it is very well coliſtent with Chriftian 
| quietneſs, ta appear in the defence of truth, and to 
ayow: our Chriſtian p When at any time we 
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are duly called to it. That is not meekneſs, hut Baſe 


Demardice, that tamely betrays and delivers up any of . 
Ohriſt's truths or inſtitutions, by ſilenee, as if we were 
aſſamed or aftaid to. confefb dur Maſter But the 
office of meełneſs at ſuch a time, is to direct us how 
aud in what manner to 2 our teſtimony, not with 
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„ 206 4e concaning weekueſe, 
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with a due decorum, not only when prinees | 
"againſt us, but even . the abjects . 
| together againſt us, and we become the ſong 
of the'drunkards. Sometimes we find it-eafjer to keep 
cal in a ſolemn and expected engagement, than in a 
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ſees? Johm i. 46. Thus do they prejudge the cauſe, 
anſ de matter before they hear it, and it. will 
OR erg - xvii. 13 John 
vii. annere ener nen: 
| or, in the account they here give of ther know- 
ledge of the Chriſtian religion; we may obſerve, - Fo 
:; le-Vhabthey eben den it ve de s felt, and we 
will prove that to be falſe; N 5 
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night © pather together in ohe,' the children of God 
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which we find received by thoſe that we uſually aſſo- 


which larger and more impartial enquires would ſoon 
ae i for ed, lawn that what 


hey faid was true, not becauſe they ſaid it, but becauſe 
the experience of all ages doth confirm it, and concur - 


with it: 12 "fo that a little | acquaintance with: books and 


the world, will prove the obletvation' rr ot 


N= en 


Dos. Thar it is; and always hk bon, te bt of Grits 
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n enter into « particular > SHERRY 


of that which hath been, and is ſpoken againſt religibn, 
nor do I undertake at 


preſent to ſhew. how falſe and 
unreaſonable” it is; that hath been done many a time 
by the beſt hands, and ſo effectually, that every impar- 


tial eye muſt needs look upon the cauſe of the adyer- 


ſaries of religion, to be a baffled cauſe: but I ſhall only. 
make ſome i vement of this general obſervation, 
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which cannot be unſeaſonable in an age wherein the. 


gates of hell ſeem to be making their utmoſt efforts 


againſt the church ; and the devil, as the calumniator 


and falſe accuſer, to be more och than ever with, 
the woman the church, and to puſh on the war with 
an unuſual vigour, | againſt the remnant of her ſeed, 


which keep the commandments of God, and have the * 


teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, Rev. xii. 17. aid 
A1 therefore, (1.) Inqu ire what it is in Chr 
that is  ſpokea againſt, And, (2.) Shew. you. 

ny holy and excellent a religion is againſt, 


then draw ſome nts from this W 


f Chrifianity wo ſect. 
For the firſt; who, and what it is that is ſpoken againſt. 
1. Jeſus Chriſt, the author of our religipn, is every 

where ſpoken againſt. * When the firſt- was 
brought into the world, old Simeon, among other great 
| things, pronounced this concerning him, that he was 
* fign which ſhould be ſpoken againſt,” and by that 
means was'< fet for the fall of many,” Luke ii. 34. 
When he was here upon earth, he — ö 
The ſtone which was deſigned to be the head of. the 
corner, was rejected, and ſet at nought by the builders, 
Pfal. cxviii. 22. It was not the ſeaſt of his ſufferings 
in the days of his fleſh, that he © endured the contra- 
diction of firiners againſt himſelf,” Heb. xii. 3. T 
ſpoke againſt his perſon, as mean and con idle, 
one that had on ens nor — IC Uu. 2. 3. 
They ſpoke agai ang „as falſe and deceiy- 
ing, 8 as factious and ſeditious, Luke xxiũ. 
- 2. as ſenſeleſs and ridiculous, for the Phariſees derided 
him for it, Luke xvi. 14. They = againſt his 
miracles, as done in confederacy with Beelzebub the 
pfirice of the devils; Matth. xii. 24. They ſpoke 
againſt his morals, charging him with blaſphemy againſt 
God, profanation of the Sabbath-day, and all the in- 
ſtances of debauchery, which were uſually met with in 
a gluttonous man, à wine bibber, and a friend of puhli- 
eans and" ſinners, Matth. xi. 19. They fpoke àgainſt 
his followers, as a company of ignorant deſpicable peo- 
ple; John vii. 48. 49. When he was in his ſufferings, 
piſs through all the ſteps and ftages of them, and you 
will find him every where ſpoken againſt. They' re. 
 pfoathed him ity all his offices; in his office of reathiing, 
when they challenged him to tel] who. ſmote him: in 
his 6ffice of ſaving, when they challenged him to fave 
himſelf, as he had ſaved others: in his office of fuling, 
wherr they challenged him to prove himſelf the king 
of the Jews, by coming — un the'erofs. The 
| common people ſpoke againſt him, even that 
paſſed by reviled him, Mach xxvii. 39. The Phar 
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 ſees;/and. chief prieſts, the grandees of the chm ch, were 


886 ſeyere as any in their reflections on him. 1% Princes 
_ alſo did fit and ſpeak againſt him. Herod and his 


men of war ſet him at nought, made nothing of h 
enen ken 48. M 4 l ban! 
2 even now he is ſet down — hand of 
zeſty on high, “far above all-principalities and 
— Eph. i. 20. 21. i. e. both good and evil an- 
gels, ſo as to be no more hurt by the contradictions of 
dhe one, than he is benefited by the adorations of the 
other; yet ſtill he is ſpoken againſt. Beſides the con- 
tempt caſt — _ N 
are 3 even with us, thoſe that daringly 
ians and. Socinians are daily 
bim vey _ mere. man,. thinking that a 
id Cog, neon which be thought none, to be equa] 
od, — 6. Quakers and Enthuſiaſts ſpeak 
him as a mere name, ſetting up I know not 
it Chriſt within them, while the explode that Jeſus 
that was crucified at Jeruſalem. Atheiſts and Deiſts 
him as a mere cheat, accounting the reli- 
liſhed a great impoſture, and dus goſpel a 
and ignorant people ſpeak ſlighiiy of him, 
: our Beloved were no more than another beloved 
ant. v ons and ſome {peak ſcornfully of hyn, as Ju- 
the apoſtate did, that called him in diſdain thie 
and the carpenter's ſon. Such as theſe are 
ſpeeches which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken 


7 — 


the “ hard 


_ againſt him; the Lord rebuke them, even the Lord | 
Wat bath choſen. Jeruſalem, rebuke them. 


2. God himſelf the great object of our religious re- 


© gards,/ is every where tpoken againſt. it is net on 
ney wok is thus attacked: 7 


viru- 
lent and blaſphemous tongues, / —— £5 | 
alſo; Lhe glorious and bleſſed God, the great Creator 
and Benefactor of the univerſe, that-doth. good to all, 
.and-whoſe mercies are over all his works, even he is 


every where ſpoken againſt. Some deny his being ; 


Chriftianity no for. 
his exiſtence be ſo neceffary, ſo evident, that if 
he be net, it is impoſſible any thing eile ſhould be, 
there ate fools who fay in their hearts, what they 
- not ſpeak out, that there is no God,” Pfal. xiv. 1. 
And he that faith there is no God, wifheth there were 
none, and if he could help it, there ſhould be none. 
Others the attributes of God, that charge 
- the all- ſeeing eye with blindneſs, ſaying, The Lord 
ſhall not fee,” Pſal. xciv. 7. that — ahead! 
mind with 1 ten, 
Pſal. x. 11. that — arm with impo- 
tench, laying, — — ſurniſh a table in the wil- 
derneſs? which is there called ſpeaking againſt 
God, luer 19. 20. Thoſe ſpeak again — ot 
that promi emſelves impunity in ſin, 4 
ſhall not ſurely die, — and Ber ad 
require it, -Pfal. x. 13. And thoſe that boldly avow 
their impiety and 1 ſaying to the-A 
Depart from us, Job. xxi. 14. 15. "pe: 
 meaply.of God, tho he is in great and g - 
dus; others {| ly of him, though he is i 
| Juſt and The name of God is ſpoken agai 
by — of it; - ſo it A ＋* — 
cx xxx. a0. bey ſpeak againſt the wickedly; thine 
enemies take thy name in vain.“ Can there be a grea - 
ter ſlighat put upon the eternal God, than for men to 
_ his ſacred and bleſſed! name as a by-word, with 
which they give vent to their exorbitant paſſions, or 
fill up the vacancies of their other idle words? The 
name of God is thus abuſed not only by thoſe that belch 
n which make the ears of 
ery good man to tingle, but by thoſe that mention 
4 —.— God ſlightly and irreverently in their com- 
2 mauths he is near, when 
be; i 2 Jer. xii. 2. To uſe thoſe 
ſorms of ſpeech ſignify an acknowledg- 
ET od's being, as, O God or, ©) 
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or an invocation of his favour, as God bleſs me, or, 
God be merciful to me: I ſay, to uſe theſe; or the like 


expreſſions, impertinently, and intending thereby to 


expreſs only our wonder or ſurpriſe, or — paſſionate 
— or any. thing but that which is their pro- 


per and awful fignifigation, is an evidence of à vain 


mind, that wants a due regard to * that glorious and 
.fearful name, the Lord our God, Deut. xxviii. 58. 
1 ſee not that the profanation of the ordinance of pray- 

is any better than the profanation of the ordinance 
1 The ſerious conſideration of this, I hope, 


of ſwearing. 
will prevent much of that diſhionour which is done to 


rr bydeatd hp boy: 
others, to an exceſs of riot. 
- 2: Phe providence of God 1 pee ſpo- 


| ken againſt, dy murmurers and complainers, Jude 16. 


that quarrel with it, and find fault with the diſpoſal of 
it, and, when they are hardly bettead, curſe their 
king, and their God,” If. viii. 21. Thus is the mouth 
of the ungodly © ſet againſt the heavens, and their 
mme Pal. Ixiii. 9. 

3. The word of God, the great rule of our religion, 


is every where ſpoken- againſt ; ſo it was when it was 


. Where-ever the apoſiles | went preach- 


ing 2 .of Chriſt, they met wih thoſe that 
© ſpake- againit it, contradicting and blaſpheming,” 


Ads xiii. 45. 80 it is now it is written, Atheiſts: 


———— ac revereutia; with me — ol 
and reverence that the receive the ſcriptures ; nay, and 
their practice, with much more. 


we may judge 
Thus — — by them, who | 
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take away revelation, (as the -Deiſts do), all religion 
will ſoon be loſt; and if we derogate from the fcrip- 
. 
£ 
Tphoſe alſo ſpeak againſt the ſcriptures, who pro- 
jeſtwith-them ; — — 
cureſy rebel againſt ſeriptute- laws, make themſelves 
_—_ their idle companions; merry with fcripture-lan- 
| *The r 
—— a the prophet complains, Jer. vi. 10.” And 
another prophet ſound it ſo, whoſe ſerious word of the 
: neceſſity: of . precept_ upon precept, was turned into 
an idle ſong, (as Grotius underſtands it), If. xxviii. 13. 
© The word of the Lord was unto them precept upon 
779 eons, 16067 done by the drunkards 
; of verſ. 1. and it gave:occafion'to 
that caution, verſ. 22. * — not mockers, left your 
bands be made 'rofli and debauched 
minds reliſh no wit like that which ridicules the ſacred 
:that 3 as of old the in- 
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-remple,. Dan. v. 2. 
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and counted fools, and their life madneſs; the quiet 


E have baited them, if they, 
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Matth. v. 11. 18. chat they and their names ſhould wb 
caſt out as evil, Luke vi 22. And if they call our Ma- | 
ſter Beelzebub, no nick-names faſtened on his followers 


can-ſeem ſtrange, Matth. v. 25. Mocking was an old 

way of perſecuting the covenant-ſeed ; for thus, « He 

that was after the fleth, betimes -perſecuted them that 

were aſter the Spirit.“ Compare Gen. xx). 9, with 

Gal. iv. e ear al he bids e 1 ra *2 

f * are er 

—— children < for” figs i br Worlders in 
el, that — . — * to, If. vin. i8. 
Even wiſdom's children have been calle 


the land i 28 enemies to the public peace, 
+ thoſe Who ute the 2 of the age, branded 
"#5 the- troublers o be primitive Chriſtians 


nr eb — — — world under the bla ckeſt and 
— odious characters mat could be, as men of the 
moſt profligate - lives and confciences, and that even 


| —— religion in the groſſeſt impieties and immo- 


Their. enenves bund if neceſſary 
ya the ſupport t of the kin of the devil, the fa 

of — yin herr ier calmnfzri; to character 
them as A ork oP ner. to whom they were reſglye 
to give the worſt and Molt barbarous treatment. bh 


not firſt d in the ſkins of wi aſl 
And as chen, ch erer me more or lels in all ages 
the church, Dr 5 A \ 
ſerious and genlous profeſſors of reli line 

be winifters of Chriſt, the preactiers of this ren 
ligion; are with a diſtingu Ringing 


| "Teſtament, God” 
meſſengers and his prophets Were generally mock 
and mifufed; and it was En's meaſute-filling fin, 
2 Chrod/"#&xvit' 16.” lt was oHe of the devices they 
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FREE were ridiculed by ie Athenian p 
Acts xix 18. 32. ws'of it GG 


. and: unreaſonable, as — ſayings, which not be 
of them, and ſay Let us break their bands afunder, 
and. caſt away their cords from us, Pſal. ii 3. Phe 
nor comelineſs. Sabhaths mocked at, as of old, Lam. 
i. 7. * and the factifiration of them repreſented as onl ike 
facred memorial of Chriſt's 
the 
eating of a child, and their love · feaſts, and holy kiſe, 
- (which e 
: was induſtiouſly put into an ill name; it was called 
emphatically 1 becauſe it-overthrow jdo- 
had obtained. This * 2 {ry 
——— — Paub's — — the temple of 
„ and an doc- 
trine, becauſe it from that vain ton- 
-—_—_— mu. 


- borne, by thoſe who bid open defiance to the obligation 
ordinances of it deſpiſed as mean, and having no form 
. clock for iulemeſs. Sacraments reproached and 't 

to the word as he bloody: — alan 
moſt abominable uncleanneſs. Primitive Chriſtianity 

——ͤ— — the falſe gods and 

It was — —— 2 

they chad received — 


10 Judaiſm, decanſe in was ſo much —.— —_ 
—_ of the Old-T'eftament; and nothing was 
deſpicable among the Romans, than —— 
religion. ITbe proſeſſors of Chriſtianity were looked 
upch as, unleamed and A v. 4a. the 
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uh * Dr. * 8 * Chr iltianity, nb ts cba 1. 


» | . era ? Pp | 


worthips that 


* 
a 


* 
©. 


4 


1 
| 
| 
Il 
9 


- 
” 


"2 
1 W 
: 

= 


2 
| 
2. 


EE | 


- ” * 
e it is well known he was, upon the 


1 
> 
: 


; 


5's, 


ph, 


Fi 
1 


Þ 


* 
Fas os ; 1 * 
- 
* 
& >X 
. - 


| that « had not the mark, or the name of the beat or 
tte number of hisnams,” Rev. Alf 7. 


% Work 8 greedineſs, ill. of 
fra vermont 
Woke he Where „ the wicked walk on every 

departeth-from evil, maketh-Himfelt a 


beg Nazion · Invect. in Julian Orat. ub 
H e, tares,. nene <5 AY 
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de prep,” Pla, W 8. Ur kr 13, Tbe G0 entity. be. 
m been te dee be woman, and — dre 

pent, is Gill the y plaid 
G. Over 2 408, L aid the 
by « truth which is inefs,”” will be con- 


6d — — — —e h. iv. 21. 
he compared with Tit. i. . Bigots on all will have 
th ſomething to fay againſt catholi& charity and modera- 
it : they that are 4 fervent in ſpirit, ferving the 
8 2 Lord,” and forward to every good work, mutt ex- 
| pe to. be evil ſpoken of, by ſuch as affect a Jukewarm-" 
neſs and indiffereney in religion: nor can | thoſe who. 
eG ee Ihe Fr A WW 
the laſh of their tongues who live at large, and 
looſely, and at all adventures, as the fools in Iſrael. 
I come now, in the /cemd place, to enquire, er 
r n b b ang Werfen a religion as 
Chriſtianity is, meets with ſuch hard uſi and is 
where ſpoken When 
we hear — this made againſt Chriſti- 
anity, it is natural for us to enquire, as Pilate did, when 
ſuch a chmour was raiſed againſt its author, « Why 
what evil hath-it dome?“ Truly we may = "colicerni- 
ing it, as Pilate did him, e find no 
— it.” Which of all its oppoſers convinceth it of 
ſm or error? It ĩnvades no man's right, breaks in upon 
na man's property, is no diſturbanee of the peace, no. 
enemy to the welfare of families and ſod is no. 
at all to the intereſts of ſtares and prince 
to all theſe highly beneficial- and” advantageous : | 
— it thus accuſed, condemned, and fpoken . 
* n it is pol. u. gn > Jaht . f 
ic though it is impoſſible to au e de- 
ſon for tat which i is moſt orator __ N 
1. The adverſaries of r ſpeak againſt it, *. 
cauſe they do not know it. Sound —— . 
not a greater in the world than i 
Lord Jeſus was 8 and hated. 0 by he © 
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them. I hoſe were never reckoned wiſe men, that 


would rather loſe a friend than a jeſt; much leſs are 
they'to be accounted: ſo, that will rather loſe the favour 


of their God. Thoſe that in their common converſe, 


make themſelves merry with ſerious things, how can it 
be expected they ſhould at any time be ſerious in them, 


or experience the influence and comfort of them? It is 
not likely that thoſe, who make the word of God the 
ſubject of their jeſts, ſhould ever make it the guide of 
their way; or fuid it the ſpring of their joys. Let us 


not chooſe to aſſociate with thoſe that have light 


thoughts of religion, 


and are ready upon all CAE 
againſt it. It is not without — reaſon, that 


his new converts, this only is recorded, © Save ydur- 


ſelyes from this untoward generation, Acts ii. 3 c 
Thoſe that liſten to the A W of the 9 5 
ye 


given 
of thoſe people that ſpeak ill of religion. Take heed 
of embracing any notions which ſecretly tend to dero- 
"fron: the authority of the holy ſcriptures, or to 


-- 


Let us therefore abide 2 Job and Eliphaz;: 
even in the heat of diſp that 


| the queſtion à ma 
takes, and upon which he 3 pro or con, at his 
— That grave and weighty ® fayingof a leatned 
is enough to filence this pretence, M. 

enim et impis conſuetude ef, contra deu diſputanai, gor en 
anins 3d ft foe Klee. It is an ill thing to talk againſt 
—— man means as he — — 


= 2 — 
bem vo when, before he 
gude, off his he ently argued againſt 


—— retended it was for diſputation. 
ee the denke ofthe bent d 


Hot like. And this is one ill effect of the unha 
5s among Chriſtians, that while one ſide hat 


5 to make the other contemptible, religion in 
neil hath ſuffered on all ſides. Lo reprove what we 


ink aàmiſs with prudence and meekneſs, is well; but 
jeſt of that which our fellow- 


the way to provoke and harden them, but not to con- 
vince and reform them. They who think to juſtify 
this way of ridiculing thoſe that differ from them, by 
ho inflance-of Elijah's jeering the prieſts of Baal, per- 
haps know not what manner of ſpirit they are of,” 
no more than thoſe diſciples did, who would have their 
intemperate heats countenanced by the example of that 
great prophet, Luke ix. 55. 
. the Chriſtian religion, be 
very enutious that we do not 1 
— — E chere are — that 
ate induſtrious to caſt reproaches upon 
ws have need to walk circumſpeRtly, = to ok well 
d our goings, that thoſe who watch for our halti 
nay have no occaſion given them to blaſpheme. Ir is 
a p p nds te 
* ; among 
-profeſs-it, there is too © * 9 
to be tàxed, and which cannot paſs without juſt and 
ſevere refletions.— Pudet lc nobi;.—Are there 
mot thoſe within — the church, 
whom the name of and his / doctrine are blaſ- 
\phemed,”* Rom. ii. 26. and * by reaſon of whom, the 
way of truth is evil fpoken of? 2 Pet. ii. 2. Are 
97 emmys run han . 
N * 4.4 Wohn 
The fouleſt of the priniitive. Cliriſtia took- 
' an tBbd fled ptitin Ke its Quinn aoc 
e Chriſtiazs, 0 
2 


* 


\ 
r 1” Bn. ry eo PraY ene. ner Rrwree. om. 


— 4 
— 6 as 
. ö 
} 


—_— 
— 


. 255 


| — the ſword upon 


er 


| o The imprudences. of C 


| the exerciſes of devotion are either miſtimed, or — 


£4 

w_— — —D_ 2 
* — * 
— 


_ he it, and its Luke vii. 
. 
| ä ' Though'i uu th welate of 


— — 4 —— —_— ERS —_—_ 
N ' 
N : k 
* 1 


f | | | » — > "FX. a n 
4 _— l 


G . 


reproach ; ye 
ion, the fn of thoſe who give men occaſion to 
This was the condemnation in David's caſe, 
his houſe, — 
» that by it he had © great occaſion. to 
ae enemies of the Lord to ” 2 gam. xi. 14. 
us therefore double our diligence and care, to giue 
v0 offence either to. Jew or entile, that reli 


which hath fo. often been wounded in the houſe of her 
friends, may never be wounded through our fides.- 
If we enquire (as we are to do); 


ves occaſion of 


reproach. of Chriſtianity. There 2 may be ſuch one 


W ben more ſtreſs is laid than ought to be upon ſore 
— — — 


amiable thing: let not us, dy our;indiſcretion, make it 


2 taſk, to ourſelves, and a terror to oihers. The more 


the children of God are children of wiſdom, the more 
Chriſtian 


prudence is very muth the 


. yet it is 
the preſerving of the credit of our profeſ- 
we wall e ther wiſdom ofthe pts 
ee: «.underſtand his way,” Prov. xiv. 8. 
that wiſdom which is © profitable to direct,“ Eecl. x. 
0. And if any man lack this wiſdom, let him aſk 
it of God, wha gives liberally, and upbraids us not 
wih our folly, Jam. i. 5. ol ich David, Pal. xxvii. 
Teach me th way, O Lord; and lead me in 2 
pPhin path, becauſe of mine enemies; (Heb. becauſe uf 
mine obſervers.) Our enemies are our obſervers, and 
— ac danr on our way, for the ſake of the 
we take in it, and therefore we have need 
er che path of our feet, rn 
2 — * 
2. The immoralities of thoſe: ito profeſs Chriſti 
anity, turn much more to the reproach of that holy re- 
Hgion, when thoſe that are — — 
greedy of the world; when 


k up — Heathens, and allow themſelves 

. to the light and law 
igion : this is that which opens the 

mouths'of the adverſaries to ſpeak reproathfullyof that 

religion; the profeſſion of which is made to confiſt with 

fuch vile which cannot" p ont with | 


ET nee 
PO was upon another 


* 4*3, " " r 82 N e _ — had" . ig D TY 
49 : » 4% N . * 'Y 3 — — — ' Te a * E 
*" tt #1 - . „e re n on gr „ S omg 
- - — . s g © *,v ""_ © . e Y ö « 
A ” 5 


_ + Scxthly; It there be thoſe every where tit ſpetk 
againſt religꝭon and godlineſs, Fe mk wi have 
_ opportunity;'be ready to peak very Chriſtian 
ſhould be Both n witneſs and eng or his reli. 
gion, and thecrathetr betanſe it is ſo much oppoſed arid 
contradicted. Next to our care oof to be a ſtame to 
the goſpel, ſhouid be out reſolution not to be aſhamed 
be gachel: you are fibpina'd by the K ing of kin 
to appear for him in tbe world; Ve are my f 
faith the Lord, I. XIiii. 10. Do not betray this 
_ciuſe-rthen by declining your teſtimony, how much fo- 
de brow beaten and eonffonted. Say 
win a hey boldneſs, as Elihu, Jotixxxvi. 2. „Suffer 
e little, and I will ſhew you, that I have yet to 
Den God's be. . You: hear What is daringly 
d againſt CO od, how his holy name is 2 — upon 
and abuſed; his truths contradicted, his word and ordi- 
nances vilified, and have you never a word to ſay for 
bim ? A our Lord Jeſus appearing for us in heaven, 
our cauſe there, pleading it with His oun 
blood ; and ſhall hot we ſbe ready to appear for him on 
eurih and plead! bis cauſe, though it were with the ha- 
zard of bur blood? As it is then a time to 
ſilence when we ourſelves are ſpoken agai inſt; «I ava 
deaf man Heard not, Pat. rei 13. foi it is then n 
time 0 ſpeak, when God is againſt, and the 
honqur of our religion lies at fwles, Keel i ii. . at ſuch 
time, we mut take beed, leſt by a cowardly ſilence 
e Nong ſo juſt ia cauſe, as if we were either aſhamed 
or afraid to o mit. W iſdom's children ſſwduld / take 
Al occaGongto Juſtify wildom, and! vindicate it from 
the aſpetſions that are caſt it. Real the doom 
2 —— briſt and of his Ward it 
this adulteros „Marwi. 36. ; 4 f him 
ſhall he man be aſhamed when he comes in 
the glory os bis: Fathet*- | Not 


when ge are called to itz is in effect denyi SLES 
diſowning relation 


a ee 


— e pet's i OY 2 gene ct 5 


= 'Can' we ſit by contenitdly, 
yo 


want of zen, we ought t pains i 

ſelves with à clear and diſtinct knowledge of 4+ the eer- 
tainty of thoſe things, wherein we have been infiructed,” 
Lutte i. 4 We muſt labour to underſtand not 


, l ; 
: 

» 0 4 0 
5 g 
F 

* N 1 BY » 

# 
_ 
. * d 
* 
"=" 
—_— 
„ » 4 
Ares oe toro, * 3 4 4 
” «. » 1 tt» - To 
+ 
+ * * 5 7 i 
: WV G X 


* *>. at. & * { — \ «bed of A "D IM. * "+ 4 „ 3 
9 W ; —_—_— a am 1 9 ” — n " * bs « 
r f on Sf AF. r . * * 95 N — 
« 142-4 * *. - 4 ; * . 
* = 9 5 : l — - = * 1 0 
* — 7 = * de 


Clrifianity no . Tyr 


PRO God will own thoſe that own him, and will 
not fail to furniſh his faithful-advocates with necdful 
inſtructions, and many times ordains ſuch & ftrength 
out of the mouth of babes and ſuckli ings,” x rang 


Alle dn enemy-and arenges,” Pla vi 2. | 
10 Let none of us ever think the:worſe of the 


godlineſs for here 
nog or og its — hang. w 
Tho con . caſt-on ho practice 
is — —— — it; 


Piety, 
— 


22 i — which 1 —— wee 
ſobriety and ſerious godlineſs is 2 
and they hear that & word Soy op ; 
ing, This is the way, walk ye in it, If. xxx. 21. but 
they have thoſe about them that tell them otherwiſe, 
5 men, 

miſe re than:the g — 
Hut to take off ce force of this abje@tion, _ 

rh yg that ſpeak: againſt religion 
- ig! are t 
and godlineſs, not _ that are mortal men, 
whom the moth ſhall eat u up like a garment, — 
ks al what thongn eee e 

ts: r Wi 

and therefore arr fear their.xeproach,:or 
be afraid of their gevilings Ih. 94:8, 12 not only 
'they-that.are fallible men, who may be miſtaken, and = 
whoſe. judgment is by no means deciſive; nor-ſuch as 
will bent us out: ſhall. we put what, men ſay in the 
Kale againſt mhar God faith 2 h Let God es and 
every man a'liar,” We muſt not be udged bereafter, 
and therefore ſuould not r 
ments aud opinions of men- e | 
nllgite antalls — gart. il men, men 
Lede heads, debauched conkietces, and proiigatelives. 
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that have been moſt hr es inte 
lition, have been ho leſs fros in their inſt rea- 
ſon itlelf, 46 if were reſolved to charac- 
ter-of Solomon's fool, whoſe ' wiſdom fails him ſo far, 
chat he faith to every one that he is a fool,” Eecl. x. by 
'-$/ Conſider how much is to be ſaid for religion, 


it is where Re- 
| —_— — its 1 jr We." 


arid it is the right "whoever ſpeaks againſt it. 
© It is no Aas vs as that excellent pen * ex 
ech it) t be: 1a at; but to deſerve to be ſo.? 
ou have heard religio e Nw but did you ever 
find that it deſerved to beſo? Nay, on the' contrary, 
have not Found that it very well deſerves our beſt 
und ſcrvices? Enquire of thoſe that "have 
muche triul of it; conſult the of others : 
4 Call now, if there be any that will anſwer 
tic a, 1 wilt thou turn?“ Job v. 1. 
he will ſhew thee; thine el 
vill el ther, that the fear of the © | 
p . that is under- 
Job xxylii: 28. 
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e wealth ure in this world a cot. 

1 co Aron 6 with God in Jeſus 
They will tell thee, that there is no truths ſo 
„as divine truths, und that no ſta- 
righteous the 7 Aw, 


— A jr tell E 
the human Trey ipation of a. 
— — 1 of the principles of re- 


elec; of mprovement of our intellectual 


mmf, he; its rules, our guide 
c de ways, and a cheerful dependance upan + its 
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DONE, — Fe „ 
be parties and intereſts, as ſuch, will wither ad | 
eome to pres but carkiolic Chriſtianity, ' that is 


de Ilinefs and worldly" luſts, and Ring 
— res ullyd ung godly" il üs preſent Pe n 


ion of the bleſſed hope: this is gecd, and e 


neſs of it being foun on the unch e will 
6 the eternal Mind, it is etetnally good, and no doubt 
will be eternally glorious, whatever is aid "againſt — 
This, this is that and ſilver, and thoſe-previou 
ſtones, Which Will ind che tec ef dhe 6 bat dll 


try every mans work,” 1 Cor! ii. 72. 13. and WII! 


doe * found unto praiſe, and honour, a 
| ing of Jeſus Chriſt,” 1 Pete i. 7. 
Aſſure yoùrſelves ( Chriſtiatis) there Wa - Ek N 
t 


compendes for the controverſy of ae Ne 
is at hand, Iſ. xXXXIv. 8. e the 
deore the door, Jan. 40 N 
_ caneſs;. Which now pm (+ dari 
will be effeQually and irrecovefubly . 9 
A. fatal and incurable. — the'Terpent's 
. that he ſhall never hifs, hall never een 
more then ſhall e. the upright have the 01 
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PſakE xlix 14. and all the faithful ſoldiers Uf the Bord 2 
Jieſ eee 
principalities and powers, Toth. x. Then Atlieiſts 


and biaſphemers, the-debductices an profacit ſcoffers of 
the age, will have their mouths ſtopped with um irre- 
n will have all their vile caldtonies 
= -colfured, their Hearts filled with un 7 
fror, and their faces With (Warne, II. 
"their\refuge of lies wil then de fepr" a 2 | 
rocks and /mouhtains 1 pon in vain to ſhelter 
them, Rev. vi. 10. then ral a oh toons,” hd are 
nom trumpled upon anch deſpiſeg u Ahitte as the fut fr 
the firmament of their Pane Matin. A4 Wil 
dom and her children ſhall he firſt juſtified, wd then 
glorified before all the world: and they chat'thrbügm 
138 have gotten the $556 over the beaft, and aver © | 
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beet ee ed. 
unage,' Rey. xv. 2. ſhall ſolace themſelves, and 
e ce Redeemer Aich eyerlaſting ſongs of triumph. 
e dirt that is now unjultly thrown upon them, — 
not only be wiped off, but will add to their glory, ad 
e reproach for the; teſtimony of Jeſus, will be a 
pe in ſheir crown, Matth. v. 1 12. The righteous 
Judge of heaven. and earth will ſhortly © render to 
_ every man according to his work: to them who by 
-Patigft continuance in well doing, ſeek for glory, and 
4 (honour, 5 immortality,” in the other world, Rom. 
. 6. 7. 8, 9. and (in purſuit of that) patiently bear 
-digrace and contempt in this, to them he will render 
I © ererrial life,“ which wih make them as happy as they 
18 FC 
| Bur do them that are contentious, and do not 
the truth,” but. contradict it, and rebel againſt the li 
_ at, being reſolved to % obey 
> will render, with ajuſt and almighty hand, 
© indignation and wrath, the effect of which will be 
ee tribulation. and ih to the ſoul, as will 
1 hem feel eternally, what now they will not be 
to believe, that . it is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God,” Heb. x. 3. for never 
any hapdened their — againſt him 


Bre thren, 4 Thel pon rang — 
1X. 19, on the certainty 
aur i ſouls. 


of m_ we: may venture 


They. who ſpeak and aa 4 20 religion; 
to run ĩt down, and extirpate it, that the * name 


may be no more in remembrance,” Pſal. Ixxxiii. 4. 
rhaps yr hear them ſometimes. boaſt of their 
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or the ſun when he 


CTY » & Oy» CY CY 0 WE Y w =D. & c= ms 0 — 


* * 
* = o ” . 
- R 0 8 4 . 
. * * 
- — — 4 
rn 


ot. X7'> Fa. £.ci. +... HH OT. 


down : they may ſooner run down the flowing tide, 


goes forth in his ſtrength, than run” 
down the leaſt of the dictates of eternal truth, not one 
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a * 
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jota or tittle of which ſhall fall to the ground, Matth. 


V. 18. will certainly fall before the ark of the 


Lord; and the rod of Aaron will ſwallow up the rods - 


derides their attempts 
Lord fhall- laugh at them, for he ſees that his day is 


' coming,” Pfak vii. 13. Four have their day now, it 


is their-hour and the darkneſs; but God will 


haye his day ſhortly, and a glorious day it will be, 


when our Lord Jeſus 
grandeur of the 
and confuſion of 


to the everlaſting terror 
his adverſaries, and the everlaſting 


joy and henour of all his faithfal ſervants and foldiers: 


with the believing hopes and proſpects of which.day, 


let all thoſe who heartily eſpouſe and plead: religion's- 
_ righteous cauſe, comfort-themſelves ale | 
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ſhall appear in all the power and 
3 | 


of the magicians, Exod. vii. 12. Do they talk of run-= 
ning down religion, and the ſcriptures, and the ordi- 
nances of Chriſt? © The virgin, the daughter of Sion, 
_ hath deſpiſed them, and laughed them to ſcorn; the 
daughter of Jeruſalem hath ſhaken her head at them, 
II x0xviii 22, and hath therefore © put them to ſhame, 
becauſe God hath deſpiſed them, as it is ſaid, Pfal,. 
Ui. 5. He that ſits in the heavens enjoying himſelf, 
and rides upon the heavens for the help of his people, 
inſt the kingdom of his Son, 
as vain and fruitleſs, Pſal. ii. 4. Deut. xxxiii. 26. ( The 
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